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DAY 1 
 

22nd May 2008 Thursday 

Start Location 
 

Wareemba NSW 

Finish Location 
 

Tamworth NSW 

Distance 
 

384 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

4:50 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location Paradise Tourist Park 
 
575 Peel Street, 
Tamworth 2340 
Phone: 02 6766 3120 
Freecall: 1800 330 133 
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Big 4 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 

Departure from Sydney at  9.00am (at the end of morning traffic 
peak). 
 
Straight through with rest stops only.  If time permits, a stop at 
the Golden Guitar. 
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DAY 2 
 

23rd May 2008 Friday 

Start Location 
 

Tamworth NSW 

Finish Location 
 

Moree NSW 

Distance 
 

274 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

3:11 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location Mehi River Van Park 
 
28 Oak Street 
Moree  NSW  2400 
Phone: 02 6752 7188 
Freecall: 1800 331 666 
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Ex Big 4 (will honour Big4 discounts for bookings) 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes  

Moree Hot Mineral Baths 
  
Cnr Alice & Gosport Streets 
Moree NSW 2400  
 
Phone: +61 (0)2 6752 3455 
 
Entry to the Moree Hot Mineral Baths is $4 for adults and $2 for 
kids. The baths are open 6am to 7pm, Monday to Friday and 
7am to 7pm on weekends and public holidays. A 25-minute 
massage costs $20. 
 
 
Possibly meeting Shirley and family members. 
 
Shirley ï 0431 309662 
Pat ï 02 67421091  or  0412 001720 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

javascript:count(%22http://www.GoSeeAustralia.com.au/%22,3239,%22mehipark@bigpond.net.au%22,1,%22phone%22)
javascript:count(%22http://www.GoSeeAustralia.com.au/%22,3239,%22mehipark@bigpond.net.au%22,8,%22freecall%22)
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DAY 3 
 

24th May 2008 Saturday 

Start Location 
 

Moree NSW 

Finish Location 
 

Goondiwindi QLD 

Distance 
 

126 Kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

1:25 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location Goondiwindi Tourist Park 
 
20 Hungerford Street 
Goondiwindi QLD 4390 
Phone: 07 4671 2566 
Freecall :1800 429 166 
GPS - South 28° 31.22 East 150° 17.29 
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Top Tourist Park 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 

Cotton Gin ï one of the largest in the world with tours available. 
 
Gunsynd Memorial 
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DAY 4 
 

25th May 2008 Sunday 

Start Location 
 

Goondiwindi QLD 

Finish Location 
 

Roma Qld 

Distance 
 

342 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

4:14 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location Villa Holiday Park 
 
Northern Road/Injune Road, 
Roma 4455 
Phone: 07 4622 1309 
Freecall1800 116 117 
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Big 4 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 
 

Roma Visitor Information Centre  
 
The Roma Visitor Information Centre is located in The Big Rig 
Complex, 2 Riggers Road, Roma. This complex is a must see 
for all who visit Roma. A $7 million living memorial to the 
pioneers of Australia's oil and gas exploration industry. 
Experience the development of the industry from the nations 
first discovery of petroleum in Roma in 1900 through a series of 
12 interpretive panels, audio and other visual presentations and 
fully restored historic rigs and equipment. There is also a 30 
minute night show using current technology and multi media to 
tell the story of early life in the oil and gas industry in Australia 
 
Romavilla Winery 
 
The Romavilla Winery, on the Injune Road outside Roma, is 
one of the town's major tourist attractions. Although it doesn't 
look particularly impressive from the road the Romavilla Winery 
can claim to be the oldest winery in Queensland. It started 
operation in 1863 and has been producing wine continuously for 
over a century. The present cellars were built in 1878. At one 
point it was processing grapes from 170 000 vines. Grape 
growing and wine making is part of Roma's history. The first 
vines in the area were planted at Mt Abundance Homestead in 
the late 1840s and by the early 1870s wine making was an 
important local industry. Next door is an attractive slab cottage 
gallery which sells souvenirs and crafts. Contact: (07) 4622 
1822.  
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DAY 5 
 

26th May 2008 Monday 

Start Location 
 

Roma Qld 

Finish Location 
 

Charleville QLD 

Distance 
 

273 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

4:19 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location Bailey Bar Caravan Park 
 
196 King Street  
Charleville QLD 4470 
Phone: 07 4654 1744 
Freecall: 1800 065 311 
Fax: 07 4654 3740 
GPS: South 26° 24.0 East 146° 15.15 
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Top Tourist Park 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 

Meadowbank Museum 
 
The highlight of any visit to Roma is a visit to Meadowbank 
Museum which is located 12 km west of the town on the road to 
Charleville. It is clearly signposted. The Museum has one of the 
finest and most unusual collections of memorabilia in the 
country. Of particular interest is the deadly 'man trap' used to 
trap Aborigines who were stealing cattle. It is a huge and ugly 
variation of a rabbit trap devised to break the leg and almost 
impossible to open once caught in it. There's a wonderful 
collection of old horse drawn vehicles and old motor cars 
(including a T model Ford) and a hay loft which dates to 1859. 
This is only to hint at the riches the museum offers. There area 
bird and animal enclosures, a picnic and play area, and for 
people who enjoy exploring a vast collection of local artefacts 
there is enough to keep even a cursory visitor busy for half a 
day. There is camping available and campers can inspect the 
museum during their stay. A phone call to (07) 4622 3836 will 
usually open the museum although the owners do protest that 
they are operating a working farm as well as a museum. 
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DAY 6 
 

27th May 2008 Tuesday 

Start Location 
 

Charleville QLD 

Finish Location 
 

Barcaldine QLD 

Distance 
 

409 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

4:25 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location Barcaldine Tourist Park 
 
51-65 Box Street (Matilda Hwy) 
Barcaldine QLD 4725 
Phone: 07 4651 6066 
Freecall: 1300 658 251 
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Top Tourist Park 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 
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DAY 7 
 

28th May 2008 Wednesday 

Start Location 
 

Barcaldine QLD 

Finish Location 
 

Longreach QLD 

Distance 
 

106 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

1:08 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location Gunnadoo Caravan Park & Cabins 
 
12 Thrush Road,  
Longreach QLD 4730 
Phone: (07) 4658 1781  
Freecall: 1800 356 099 
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Beston Parks 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 

The Australian Stockmanôs Hall of Fame 
 
The Australian Stockman's Hall of Fame and Outback Heritage 
Centre is dedicated to the story of our early pioneers. The 
unsung heroes, the men and women who opened up outback 
Australia.  
The Outback - remote, remorseless and magnificent in its 
magnitude - the heart of Australia. It was conquered by 
pioneers who gave up the comfort of coastal settlement to carve 
a new life in the unknown interior of this vast continent. The 
Australian Stockman's Hall of Fame and Outback Heritage 
Centre is dedicated to the story of these unsung heroes, the 
men and women who opened up outback Australia. 
 
Events:  Films  
Site Description:  Cultural Centre, Heritage Site, Memorial, 
Museum  
Site Facilities:  Cafe / Coffee Shop, Carpark, Facilities for 
Disabled, Coach Parking, Shop / Kiosk  
Tour Types:  Self Guided Tours  
Displays:  Local History  
Operating Times:  7 Days/Week, 9 am to 5 pm, Closed 
Christmas Day  
Admission:  $20.00 per person 
Payment Method:  MasterCard  
 
Phone: +61 (0)7 4658-2166 
 
 
 
QANTAS Founders Outback Museum 
 
Qantas Founders Outback Museum is the only place in the 
world where you can tour a fully equipped 747 jumbo jet! 
 
The ex-Qantas 747 VH-EBQ is now permanently located at the 
museum and is now open for tours. With some roof, wall and 
floor panels removed the tour gives an informative insight into 
the secrets of this magnificent aircraft.  
 
Want something more? Do the 747 Wing Walking Tour - 
Venture out onto the wing of the 747, climb down in the 
computer bay and into the cargo bays, and sit in the pilot seat! It 
is something you will never forget. 
 
Qantas Founder's Outback Museum is open 364 days a year for 

http://www.qfom.com.au/collections/virtual/vh-ebq/index.html
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9am to 5pm. Come and see the museum and take one of our 
747 tours to discover how special our airline is! 
 
 
Opening Hours  
Open seven days a week from 9am to 5pm (closed Christmas 
Day) and after hours by special arrangement.  
 
Admission Rates 
Valid from 2nd April 2007, GST Inclusive  
(we recommend groups book) 
 

Museum only  

Adult $18.00 

747 Tour only  

Adults $18.00 

Museum & 747 Tour Combo  

Adult $32.00  

Wing Walk Tour   

Adults $80.00 

Wing Walk Tour & Museum Entry   

Adults $92.00 

 
 
Visitors must be 12 years of age or older to do the Wing Walk 
Tour and enclosed footware is essential 
 
 
Location 
At the Longreach Airport on the Landsborough Highway 
approximately three kilometres from the centre of town, and 
adjacent to the Australian Stockman?s Hall of Fame & Outback 
Heritage Centre. 
 
Duration of Visit  
Plan to spend around two to three hours to see the museum. 
Tours of VH-EBQ the Qantas 747 Jumbo take around one to 
one and a half hours. Due to restricted numbers, you will need 
to book for the Jumbo tour (booked for afternoon visit). 
 
With prior notification we are able to cater for an out-of-hours 
viewing. 
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DAY 8 
 

29th May 2008 Thursday 

Start Location 
 

Longreach QLD 

Finish Location 
 

Cloncury QLD 

Distance 
 

528 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

5:47 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location Gilbert Park Tourist Village 
 
2 McIlwraith Street 
Cloncurry QLD 4824 
Phone: 07 4742 2300 
Freecall: 1800 422 300 
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Top Tourist Park 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 
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DAY 9 
 

30th May 2008 Friday 

Start Location 
 

Cloncury QLD 

Finish Location 
 

Mt Isa QLD 

Distance 
 

122 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

1:21 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location Argylla Tourist Park 
 
Barkly Highway (140 Marian Street), Mount Isa 4825 
Phone: 07 4743 4733 
Freecall 1800 664 418 
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Big 4 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 

8.45am (booking made) 
 
The Hard Times Mine is a unique underground mining 
experience in a mine built and operated by real miners that 
provides a rare opportunity to get up close and experience first 
hand the daily life and workings of an underground mine. From 
the moment you kit-out in your safety gear and descend in to 
the mine, to the moment you feel the earth tremble with the 
face-firing, you are engrossed and captivated by the history, the 
stories and the machinery. Try your hand at the Air Leg drill, 
hear the roar of the Mucking Units and see first hand the 
ingenuity and skill of the legendary Mount Isa miners.  
 
Other Attractions 
 
The Isa Experience Gallery is an interactive, multi-media 
gallery interpreting the region's fascinating cultural, indigenous, 
pioneering and mining heritage. It succeeds in escaping the 
stereotype of a stuffy museum through the fascinating and 
informative interactive displays which showcase the rich history 
of MountIsa.  
 
The Riversleigh Fossil Centre educates and interprets the 
fossils extracted from the nearby World-heritage Riversleigh 
fossil fields. These finds have been depicted as dioramas and 
exhibited in an authentic setting to illustrate the unique 
discoveries in one of the world's richest fossil fields. Unlike 
many other fossil deposits, the Riversleigh fossils are not just a 
snapshot in time, but a window on the development of early 
mammal mega fauna over the past 30 million years. Join the 
Palaeontologist for a tour of the laboratory and see how the 
fossilised remains are extracted from the Riversleigh limestone.  
 
Contact:  1300 659 660. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.outbackatisa.com.au/AttractionsatOutbackatIsa/HardTimesMine.aspx
http://www.outbackatisa.com.au/AttractionsatOutbackatIsa/IsaExperienceGallery.aspx
http://www.outbackatisa.com.au/AttractionsatOutbackatIsa/RiversleighFossilsCentre.aspx
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DAY 10 
 

31st May 2008 Saturday 

Start Location 
 

Mt Isa QLD 

Finish Location 
 

Barkly Homestead NT 

Distance 
 

449 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

4:47 (hours:minutes) ï 30 min time zone change  

Overnight Location Barkly Homestead 
 
Situated at the junction of the Barkly Highway and the 
Tablelands Highway, Barkley Homestead is 210 kilometres from 
Tennant Creek and over 440 kilometres from Camooweal on 
the Queensland border. 
Phone:  08 8964 4549 
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Road House 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 

Change to CST ï clocks set BACK 30 minutes. 
 
Dinner at the roadhouse. 
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DAY 11 
 

1
st

 June 2008 Sunday 

Start Location 
 

Barkly Homestead NT 

Finish Location 
 

Wycliffe Well NT 

Distance 
 

344 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

3:40 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location Wycliffe Well Holiday Park  
(18 klms south of Wauchope) 
 
Stuart Highway, 
Wycliffe Well 0862 
Phone: 08 8964 1966 
Free Call: 1800 222 195 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Big 4 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 

Wauchope (including The Devils Marbles Conservation 
Reserve)  
Service town which operates as a centre for people wishing to 
visit the remarkable Devils Marbles. 
  
Located 114 km south of Tennant Creek (390 km from Alice 
Springs and 1092 km south of Darwin), Wauchope lies to the 
west of the Murchison and Davenport Ranges. The town serves 
the travellers on the Stuart Highway. Historically it was 
established to service the mining communities in the area 
(wolfram was mined to the east of the town) as well as the 
Barkly Tablelands cattle industry.  
 
Today there is little evidence of the wolfram mining which took 
place in the area. In fact the tour operators and the Tourist 
Information Office at Tennant Creek claim they don't even know 
if there are any ruins. Certainly there is no marked road out to 
the ruins.  
 
Devils Marbles Conservation Reserve 
  
Wauchope's great attraction is the 1828 hectare Devils Marbles 
Conservation Reserve which lies on either side of the Stuart 
Highway some 10 km north of the settlement.  
 
It is widely accepted that the 'Marbles', which are roughly egg-
shaped, were considered by the local Aborigines to have been 
eggs laid by the Rainbow Serpent during the Dreamtime.  
 
They are, by any measure, a remarkable geological formation 
having been formed by spheroidal weathering. Signs along the 
pathways describe how the boulders were formed by a 
combination of mechanical weathering (which cracked the 
rocks) and chemical weathering (which flaked the surface off). 
One sign succinctly explains the process: 'These boulders were 
originally part of a solid mass of coarse grained granite which 
formed deep within the earth's surface about 1640 million years 
ago. Erosion has since stripped away the overlying material and 
weathering processes have shaped the forms you see here 
today. As the molten magma cooled and hardened to form 
granite the mass shrank and cracked and these cracks known 
as joints effectively split the granite body into a series of tight 
fitting blocks.'  
 
The enormous daily and annual temperature ranges in the 
harsh desert landscape - from sub-zero temperatures at night to 
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over 40°C during the day - mean that the erosive processes are 
still very much at work.  
 
Like Uluru, the boulders are seen at their best at sunset when 
the rays of the setting sun catch the red iron minerals which 
have covered the rocks. The stones have the appearance of 
being dumped upon the landscape with some boulders sitting 
precariously on the tops of others.  
 
The Conservation Reserve is alive with unusual desert wildlife 
and the observant visitor may spot the mud nests of the Fairy 
Martin, the Pygmy Spiny-tailed Goanna, and Zebra finches. The 
ghost gums which grow in the crevices between the rocks are 
particularly beautiful.  
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DAY 12 
 

2nd June 2008 Monday 

Start Location 
 

Wycliffe Well NT 

Finish Location 
 

Alice Springs NT 

Distance 
 

378 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

4:01 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location McDonald Ranges Holiday Park 
 
Palm Place, 
Alice Springs 0870 
Phone: 08 8952 6111 
Free Call: 1800 808 373 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Big 4 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 
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DAY 13 
 

3
rd

 June 2008 Tuesday 

Start Location 
 

Alice Springs NT 

Finish Location 
 
 

Alice Springs NT 

Distance 
 

0 

Travel Time 
 

0 

Overnight Location McDonald Ranges Holiday Park 
 
Palm Place, 
Alice Springs 0870 
Phone: 08 8952 6111 
Free Call: 1800 808 373 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Big 4 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 

Palm Valley Safari by 4WD 
Join AAT Kings for a 1 day Palm Valley Safari by 4WD, see the 
MacDonnell Ranges, Hermannsburg Aboriginal community, 
Finke River & Cycad Gorge 
 
1 Day Palm Valley Safari by Wheel Drive Code: A5 
Highlights: Å Cycad Gorge Å Hermannsburg 
 
This one day 4 Wheel Drive Safari travels through the West 
MacDonnell Ranges to Hermannsburg, an Aboriginal 
community and historic precinct which is renowned for its 
Aboriginal art collection and the works of Albert Namatjira. 
Either morning or afternoon tea is provided in Hermannsburg. 
Travel down the bed of the Finke River, one of the oldest 
watercourses in the world, into Palm Valley. See spectacular 
rock forms, white sands and an oasis of rock pools and palm 
trees. Some plants, such as the cycad and óLivistona Mariaeô 
(cabbage palm) are known world-wide as relic plants and are 
unique to Central Australia. Visit the spectacular rock formation 
known as the Amphitheatre. Enjoy a picnic lunch within Finke 
Gorge National Park. On the return journey to Alice Springs 
watch the changing colours of the magnificent West 
MacDonnell Ranges in the afternoon sunlight. Light. 
  
Departs: Daily 8.00am (Jun - Oct) and Mon, Wed, Thu, Sat & 
Sun 7.30am (Nov - May) from Alice Springs  
Returns: 6.00pm approx. to Alice Springs 
 
Booking Details 
 
Booking Made: 21/4/2008 
Cost:  $250.20  (includes 10% discount) 
Payment:  at AAT Kings on day of tour 
Collection:  Caravan Park 
Time:  7.10am pickup 
Reference:  AK/917989 
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DAY 14 
 

4th June 2008 Wednesday 

Start Location 
 

Alice Springs NT 

Finish Location 
 

Alice Springs NT 

Distance 
 

0 

Travel Time 
 

0 

Overnight Location McDonald Ranges Holiday Park 
 
Palm Place, 
Alice Springs 0870 
Phone: 08 8952 6111 
Free Call: 1800 808 373 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Big 4 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 

 
 
Check AMAX account and effect payment via BPay 
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DAY 15 
 

5
th

 June 2008 Thursday 

Start Location 
 

Alice Springs NT 

Finish Location 
 

Marla SA 

Distance 
 

452 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

4:52 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location Marla Travellers Rest Caravan Park 
 
Stuart Hwy 
Marla SA  5723  
Phone: 08 8670-7001  
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Road House 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 

Dinner at the roadhouse. 
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DAY 16 
 

6
th

 June 2008 Friday 

Start Location 
 

Marla SA 

Finish Location 
 

Coober Pedy SA 

Distance 
 

235 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

2:34 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location Oasis Tourist Park 
 
Hutchison Street, 
Coober Pedy 5723 
Phone: 08 8672 5169 
Free Call 1800 060 541 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Big 4 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 
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DAY 17 
 

7
th

 June 2008 Saturday 

Start Location 
 

Coober Pedy SA 

Finish Location 
 

Coober Pedy SA 

Distance 
 

0 

Travel Time 
 

0 

Overnight Location Oasis Tourist Park 
 
Hutchison Street, 
Coober Pedy 5723 
Phone: 08 8672 5169 
Free Call 1800 060 541 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Big 4 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 

Sightseeing options 
 
Flight 1 ï The Breakaways 
Flight time 30 minutes from $60.00pp 
 
The flight departs overhead the township of Coober Pedy, then 
follows the edge of the escarpment where one can plainly see 
the coastline of the ancient Eromanga Sea. Your tour flies 
above many Opal Fields, where mining machinery can be seen 
at work, the flat sea bed disappears off to the horizon, where 
fossilised sea shells lay on the surface in abundance. Anytime 
of the day, but best experienced at sunset a flight that will 
capture the intense ochre, white, raw and burnt sienna colours 
of the sacred "Breakaways".  
 
Mad Max. Priscilla Queen of the Desert and Ground Zero were 
all set in and around the "Breakaways Reserve". The flight 
continues on north to the "Shell Patch" famous for it's shell opal 
and extensive workings. Return to Coober Pedy and the opal 
fields bordering the town. 
 
Flight 2 ï The Painted Desert  
Flight time 1 hour 40 minutes from $180.00pp 
 
The Painted Desert tour is an elaborate extension of the 
Breakaway's where your flight takes you along the edge of the 
escarpment for some 200 kilometres before flying over the 
Painted Desert. Returning to Coober Pedy via the Moon Plain. 
The edge of the escarpment is the coastline of the ancient 
Eromanga Sea, up until about 65 million years ago and is very 
spectacular because the erosion that has taken place since that 
time has exposed the beautiful colours which can be seen in 
many different formats along the way.   There are plenty of 
photo opportunities of the very weathered escarpment, as 
numbers of tree lined creek beds wind their way towards Lake 
Cadibarrawirracanna or Lake Eyre. Recent Rains have 
highlighted this whole area with green creek beds, where the 
different varieties of wild flowers will highlight the creek beds 
come August and September.  
 
Further on we fly over an area of hills shaped like an 
amphitheatre where there is 5 very distinct layers of different 
colours against the hills. Passengers are always amazed at the 
scenery leading up to and including the Painted Desert, then 
the vast contrast of the Moon Plain as your flight takes you back 
to Coober Pedy. A flight not to be missed. 
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DAY 18 
 

8
th

 June 2008 Sunday 

Start Location 
 

Coober Pedy SA 

Finish Location Roxby Downs SA 
 

Distance 
 

453 kilometrers 

Travel Time 
 

5:19 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location Roxby Downs Caravan Park 
 
Pioneer Drive 
Roxby Downs, SA, 5725 
Phone: 08 8671 1000 
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 
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DAY 19 
 

9
th

 June 2008 Monday 

Start Location Roxby Downs SA 
 

Finish Location Rawnsley Park Station, SA 
 

Distance 
 

398 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

5:15 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location Rawnsley Park Station, SA 
 
Wilpena Road 
Wilpena SA 5434 
Phone: 08 8648 0008 
FreeCall: 1300 134 856 
GPS: South 31° 38.44 East 138° 34.46 
 
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Top Tourist Park 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 
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DAY 20 
 

10
th

 June 2008 Tuesday 

Start Location 
 

Rawnsley Park Station, SA 

Finish Location 
 

Rawnsley Park Station, SA 

Distance 
 

0 

Travel Time 
 

0 

Overnight Location Rawnsley Park Station, SA 
 
Wilpena Road 
Wilpena SA 5434 
Phone: 08 8648 0008 
FreeCall: 1300 134 856 
GPS: South 31° 38.44 East 138° 34.46 
 

Caravan Park Chain Top Tourist Park 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 

Flight 1: 20 Minute Flight 
 
Wilpena Pound, Arkaba Station, Elder Range, Edeowie Gorge, 
Lake Torrens, Heysen Range St Maryôs Peak and the Pound 
Gap. 
 
$100.00.00 per adult (min 2 people)  
 
 
Flight 2: 30 Minute Scenic Flight 
 
Wilpena Pound, Arkaba Station, Elder Range, Edeowie Gorge, 
Heysen Range, Lake Torrens, Bunyeroo Gorge, Brachina 
Gorge, The Back-Bone of the Flinders, St Maryôs Peak and the 
Pound Gap. 
 
$115.00 per adult (min 2 people)  
 
 
1 Hour Flight 
 
As per the 30 minutes plus over Western Planes to Lake 
Torrens, Parachilna Township, Parachilna Gorge, Blinman 
Township and Copper Mine as well as the Great Wall of China.  
 
$195.00 per adult (min 2 people)  
 
2 Hour Flight 
 
As per the 30 Minutes plus Parachilna Gorge, Blinman, 
Patawarta Hill, Arkaroola Village, Ridge-Top Track and Sillers 
Lookout, then down the Eastern Planes to Lake Frome and 
Chambers Gorge. 
 
$375.00 per adult (min 2 people)  
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DAY 21 
 

11
th

 June 2008 Wednesday 

Start Location 
 

Rawnsley Park Station, SA 

Finish Location 
 

Rawnsley Park Station, SA 

Distance 
 

0 

Travel Time 
 

0 

Overnight Location Rawnsley Park Station, SA 
 
Wilpena Road 
Wilpena SA 5434 
Phone: 08 8648 0008 
FreeCall: 1300 134 856 
GPS: South 31° 38.44 East 138° 34.46 
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Top Tourist Park 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 
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DAY 22 
 

12
th

 June 2008 Thursday 

Start Location 
 

Rawnsley Park Station, SA 

Finish Location 
 

Broken Hill NSW 

Distance 
 

463 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

5:50 (hours:minutes)  +  30 mins time zone change   

Overnight Location Broken Hill City Caravan Park 
 
Rakow Street 
(Adelaide Rd) 
Broken Hill NSW 2880 
Phone: 08 8087 3841 
FreeCall: 1800 803 842 
GPS: South 31° 57.48 East 141° 26.2 
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Top Tourist Park 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 

Change to EST ï clocks set FORWARD 30 minutes. 
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DAY 23 
 

13
th

 June 2008 Friday 

Day 
 

Friday 

Start Location 
 

Broken Hill NSW 

Finish Location 
 

Broken Hill NSW 

Distance 
 

0 

Travel Time 
 

0 

Overnight Location Broken Hill City Caravan Park 
 
Rakow Street 
(Adelaide Rd) 
Broken Hill NSW 2880 
Phone: 08 8087 3841 
FreeCall: 1800 803 842 
GPS: South 31° 57.48 East 141° 26.2 
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Top Tourist Park 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 
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DAY 24 
 

14
th

 June 2008 Saturday 

Start Location 
 

Broken Hill NSW 

Finish Location 
 

Cobar NSW 

Distance 
 

457 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

5:00 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location Cobar Caravan Park 
 
Barrier Highway 
Cobar NSW  2835  
Phone: 02 6836-2425  
 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Council owned Park 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 
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DAY 25 
 

15
th

 June 2008 Sunday 

Start Location 
 

Cobar NSW 

Finish Location 
 

Dubbo NSW 

Distance 
 

297 kilometres 

Travel Time 
 

3:19 (hours:minutes) 

Overnight Location Big 4 Dubbo Parklands 
 
154 Whylandra Street (Newell Highway), 
Dubbo 2830 
Phone: 02 6884 8633 
Free Call: 1800 033 072 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

Big 4 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 34 

DAY 26 
 

16
th

 June 2008 Monday 

Start Location 
 

Dubbo NSW 

Finish Location 
 

Wareemba NSW 

Distance 
 

TBE 

Travel Time 
 

TBE 

Overnight Location 
 

Wareemba NSW 

Caravan Park Chain 
 

N/A 

Comments / Bookings / 
Notes 
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Important Information  
 
 

Vehicle Sunliner Odyssey Motormotor  (Blue Snoopy) 

Registration AZT92E     (NSW plates) 

  

Contact ï John 0402 021 031 

Contact ï John 0407 660 790 

Contact ï Elaine 0412 790 660 

  

UHF Radio Channel 40              (normally monitoring this channel) 
 
Channel 16              (personal use within caravan parks etc) 
 
Channel 18, 20, 40  (monitoring if not on Channel 40) 

  

Web site www.bluesnoopy.com.au 

  

Web site password Rohan                      (must be in lower case) 

  

email porters@optushome.com.au 
bluesnoopy@thisismywww.com 
 

 

mailto:porters@optushome.com.au
mailto:bluesnoopy@thisismywww.com
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Sunrise and Sunset Data 
 

 

 

 
22/05/08 TAMWORTH 

Lat=-31°05'00"  Long=+150°55'00" 
Time zone: +10.00 hours 
22/05/2008  Rise 0641  Set 1705 

23/05/08 MOREE    
Lat=-29°27'00"  Long=+149°50'00" 
Time zone: +10.00 hours 
23/05/2008  Rise 0642  Set 1713 

24/05/08 GOONDIWINDI    
Lat=-28°31'00"  Long=+150°22'00" 
Time zone: +10.00 hours 
24/05/2008  Rise 0639  Set 1712 

25/05/08 ROMA    
Lat=-26°34'00"  Long=+148°47'00" 
Time zone: +10.00 hours 
25/05/2008  Rise 0642  Set 1722 

26/05/08 CHARLEVILLE   Lat=-26°24'00"  Long=+146°14'00" 
Time zone: +10.00 hours 
26/05/2008  Rise 0652  Set 1732 

27/05/08 BARCALDINE   
Lat=-23°31'00"  Long=+145°18'00" 
Time zone: +10.00 hours 
27/05/2008  Rise 0651  Set 1741 

28/05/08 LONGREACH    
Lat=-23°24'00"  Long=+144°13'00" 
Time zone: +10.00 hours 
28/05/2008  Rise 0656  Set 1745 

29/05/08 CLONCURRY    
Lat=-20°42'00"  Long=+140°30'00" 
Time zone: +10.00 hours 
29/05/2008  Rise 0706  Set 1805 

30/05/08 MOUNT ISA   
Lat=-20°43'00"  Long=+139°29'00" 
Time zone: +10.00 hours 
30/05/2008  Rise 0710  Set 1809 

31/05/08  (Change in time zone) BARKLY HOMESTEAD ROADHOUSE    
Lat=-19°42'00"  Long=+135°49'00" 
Time zone: +9.50 hours 
31/05/2008  Rise 0654  Set 1755 

01/06/08 WYCLIFFE WELL ROAD HOUSE    
Lat=-20°48'00"  Long=+134°14'00" 
Time zone: +9.50 hours 
01/06/2008  Rise 0702  Set 1759 

02/06/08 ALICE SPRINGS    
Lat=-23°42'00"  Long=+133°52'00" 
Time zone: +9.50 hours 
02/06/2008  Rise 0710  Set 1755 

03/06/08 ALICE SPRINGS    
03/06/2008  Rise 0710  Set 1755 

04/06/08 ALICE SPRINGS   
 04/06/2008  Rise 0711  Set 1755 

05/06/08 MARLA    
Lat=-27°18'00"  Long=+133°37'00" 
Time zone: +9.50 hours 
05/06/2008  Rise 0719  Set 1749 

06/06/08 COOBER PEDY    
Lat=-29°00'00"  Long=+134°45'00" 
Time zone: +9.50 hours 
06/06/2008  Rise 0719  Set 1740 



Page 37 

07/06/08 COOBER PEDY 
07/06/2008  Rise 0719  Set 1740 

08/06/08 ROXBY DOWNS    
Lat=-30°33'00"  Long=+136°54'00" 
Time zone: +9.50 hours 
08/06/2008  Rise 0715  Set 1728 

09/06/08 RAWNSLEY PARK    
Lat=-31°39'00"  Long=+138°35'00" 
Time zone: +9.50 hours 
09/06/2008  Rise 0711  Set 1719 

10/06/08 RAWNSLEY PARK    
10/06/2008  Rise 0711  Set 1719 

11/06/08 RAWNSLEY PARK    
10/06/2008  Rise 0711  Set 1719 

12/08/08 BROKEN HILL    
Lat=-31°57'00"  Long=+141°27'00" 
Time zone: +9.50 hours 
12/06/2008  Rise 0702  Set 1707 

13/08/08 BROKEN HILL    
13/06/2008  Rise 0702  Set 1707 

14/08/08  (Change in time zone) COBAR    
Lat=-31°29'00"  Long=+145°50'00" 
Time zone: +10.00 hours 
14/06/2008  Rise 0714  Set 1720 

15/08/08 DUBBO    
Lat=-32°15'00"  Long=+148°36'00" 
Time zone: +10.00 hours 
15/06/2008  Rise 0705  Set 1707 
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Specific Information for Destinations 
 
 
Tamworth (including Nemingha, Tintinhull, Kootingal, Moonbi, Goonoo Goonoo)  - Australia's 
self-proclaimed Country Music capital  
 
 
Mention Tamworth to most Australians and they will immediately think of country music; an association 
the town has worked hard to promote. Known as 'The Country Music Capital', Tamworth is thought of 
as a sort of Australian equivalent to Nashville in the United States, albeit on a far more modest scale. 
The focus of this self-promotion is the Australasian Country Music Festival, held every January.  
 
However, Tamworth is also the commercial and administrative capital of the New England region. It 
functions as a retail and service centre to the surrounding district which produces wool, dairy products, 
eggs, fat livestock, poultry, wheat, tobacco, lucerne and honey. There are a number of cattle, horse 
and sheep studs, a large dairy factory, a flour mill, an abattoir and a large industrial estate at Taminda.  
 
Information Centre 
 
Located at the corner of Peel and Murray Sts, the guitar-shaped information centre is open from 8.30 
a.m. to 4.35 p.m. weekdays, 9.00 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. Saturdays and 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. Sundays, tel: 
(02) 6755 4300. They have detailed local information including arts, crafts, souvenirs, a fossicking 
guide, a heritage walk pamphlet and tickets for the Tamworth Country Theatre - a live radio broadcast 
concert held on the third Saturday of the month at 7.30 p.m. They can tell you about local farm stays, 
horseriding possibilities in the district, the riverside cycleway and self-drive tours of the locality.  
 
Just behind the centre is the Tamworth Songwriters' Association Songwriter Tribute, a memorial to 
Australian country music songwriters such as Tex Morton, Slim Dusty, Stan Coster, Joy McKean and 
Gordon Parsons.  
 
Hands of Fame Park  
 
At the corner of Bridge St and Kable Ave, by the riverbank, is the Hands of Fame Park. Here, each 
January, selected country music stars are asked to leave their handprints in concrete for posterity. The 
park's aeroplane is a Vampire, a memorial to the RAAF.  
 
The 4.7-km heritage walk also starts here. A brochure is available from the information centre.  
 
Viaduct and Railway Bridge  
 
Follow the riverbank in a north-westerly direction to the 48-metre lattice girder railway bridge, 
prefabricated in England and erected here in 1881-82. Once a common type it is one of only two such 
structures remaining on the northern rail.  
 
The 815-metre viaduct was originally built of wood which was replaced by steel from 1917-1929.  
 
Munro's Mill  
 
Continue north-west along Peel St. Just past Bligh St is Munro's Mill. Built in 1863 it was the first flour 
mill in town. Tamworth became an important milling centre with the wheatfields of northern NSW 
transporting their produce here for processing. This mill closed in 1901 and is now an antique shop.  
 
Square Mann Inn and Brewery 
 
Just beyond the mill is the former Square Mann Inn, built c.1877 in expectation of the railway's arrival. 
Over the road is the old Royal Standard Brewery, established in 1879, at which time it was the largest 
in the country outside of Sydney. It closed in 1921 and has been much altered. It is now occupied by 
Coca-Cola.  
 
Marius Street  
 
The residences at 82-96 Marius St date from the 1870s. At Marius and Bligh is Allambie (c.1905), built 
by wealthy brewer C.J. Britten. It is now a private hospital. Continue to Viaduct Park, a pleasant picnic 
spot with formal gardens.  
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Courthouse and Council Chambers  
 
Walk along Peel St turning left into Darling. Behind the facade of the police boys' club is the town's first 
courthouse (1860-1938). Over the road are the former council chambers (1906), later used as an army 
barracks. The town's first government school was established on these grounds in 1855.  
 
Powerhouse Museum 
 
The Powerhouse Museum is located in the general office of the old power plant. The museum 
celebrates 100 years of electric street lighting in Tamworth which was the first town in the Southern 
Hemisphere to acquire municipally-supplied electric street lighting. There is a large array of electrical 
appliances and paraphernalia from yesteryear, including working steam-powered electricity 
generators. It is open from 9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. from Tuesdays to Fridays and at other times by 
appointment, tel: (02) 6766 8324.  
 
Historic Buildings 
 
At the Bourke and Marius St intersection is the old Wesleyan (now Uniting) Church, built 1871-72 with 
the transept and vestry added in 1884. The hall and parsonage date from 1911. 
  
Nearby is the railway station, built 1881-82 after the railway bridge enabled the extension of the line 
from West Tamworth where it arrived in 1878.  
 
At Marius and Brisbane Sts is St Andrew's Presbyterian Church (1909). The present hall was the 
original church, built in 1863. The manse dates from 1883.  
 
Just along Brisbane St, to the left, is the mechanics institute (1866). It was used by the first town clerk 
from 1876-79.  
 
Return to Marius St. On the right, near White St, is an ornate fence, behind which is the old Dominican 
convent, built in 1882 but extended several times. The adjoining chapel dates from 1904. It is now an 
office complex.  
 
Just past it is St Nicholas' Catholic Church, the earliest section dating from 1877 when it became the 
third Catholic church on this site.  
 
Town Walk Concluded  
 
At Peel and Fitzroy Sts is the post office, a Victorian Classical stuccoed brick building designed by 
James Barnet and built in 1883-86 (extended 1966) to replace an earlier building (erected 1865). It 
features three two-storey facades with colonnades and balustrades. An elegant cast-iron spiral stair 
leads from the first floor to the clock mechanism within the four-storey clock tower with a cement and 
concrete cupola.  
 
Just north along Fitzroy St, to the right, is the lands office (1889), an attractive single-storey brick 
building designed by James Barnet with pebble-dash walls, a fine verandah, internal courtyard and 
wrought-iron gates.  
 
A few doors east along Peel St, to the right, is the ANZ Bank building, erected in 1892 as the Bank of 
NSW.  
 
Other Heritage Buildings 
 
The public school at Brisbane and Upper Sts is a single-storey brick school complex (1885) with one 
section dating back to 1877. Two blocks north at Brisbane and Raglan Sts is Calrossy Girls' School 
(1878).  
 
The richly detailed architecture of the hospital's main block in Dean St dates from 1883 with numerous 
later additions.  
 
Australian Country Music Foundation Museum  
 
The Australian Country Music Foundation Museum is located in Brisbane St, near the Peel St 
intersection. It currently features Tex Morton, Buddy Williams, Smoky Dawson and Slim Dusty in the 
Legends of Australian Country Music exhibition and is open Monday to Saturday from 10.00 a.m. to 
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2.00 p.m. Special monthly events are held on the third Sunday of the month, relating to the Country 
Music Theatre the previous evening, tel: (02) 6766 1577. Nearby is The Winners Walkway,a 
landscaped memorial in Treloars Arcade which is dedicated to those who win the Golden Guitar 
Award.  
 
Country Music Heritage Hall and Heritage Museum 
 
The Country Music Heritage Hall and Heritage Museum is situated at 100 Bridge St, near the Church 
St intersection. It features a collection of personal photographs, instruments and costumes from 
Australasia's country music greats. It is open from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. daily, except Mondays, tel: 
(02) 6766 4236.  
 
Roll of Renown 
 
The Australian Country Music Roll of Renown, dedicated to those deemed to have made significant 
contributions to Australian country music, is located at the southern entrance to Tamworth at Radio 
Centre, on the eastern side of the New England Highway.  
 
Country Collection  
 
Over the road is a 12-m golden guitar, a replica of the Australasian Country Music Awards Trophy. 
Behind it is the Country Collection, located in Quartpot Lane (off Ringers Rd). There you will find The 
Gallery of Stars - 20 wax figures of country music stars, including Slim Dusty, Frank Ifield, Chad 
Morgan, Smoky Dawson, Reg Lindsay and Tex Morton. There is also a sizeable rock, gem and 
mineral display. The centre is open from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. daily or by appointment, tel: (02) 6765 
2688 or (02) 6766 4711. There is an entry fee.  
 
Australian Light Horse Memorial 
 
This memorial was unveiled on October 29, 2005. It stands in Tamworth's Bicentennial Park. Many of 
the men who joined the Australian Army came from the Tamworth area, and many ended up in the 
12th Australian Light Horse. The 12th Australian Light Horse were the first through in the famous 
charge of Beersheba, a success story for Australia in WW1. The memorial is a dedication to all the 
Australian horses sent to war. Just one gelding came home. The sculptor was Tanya Bartlett of 
Newcastle who also created the bronzes of Sir Donald Bradman at Bowral, Les Darcy at East Maitland 
and TJ Smith at Randwick. The memorial is also known as the Waler Memorial as this was the name 
given to Australian horses serving abroad. It is now a recognised breed.  
 
Oxley Scenic Lookout and Kamilaroi Walking Track  
 
The Oxley Scenic Lookout (610 m above sea-level) offers excellent views of the city and the Peel 
River Valley. There are barbecue and picnic facilities. It lies at the end of Scenic Drive which runs off 
the northern ends of both White and Hill Sts.  
The Kamilaroi Walking Track (6.2 km/ 3 hours) starts here and follows the ridge tops to Endeavour 
Park.  
 
Oxley Marsupial Park 
 
The Oxley Marsupial Park is open from 8.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. daily. There are kangaroos, emus, 
peacocks and other wildlife. Barbecue, picnic and toilet facilities are provided.  
 
Calala Cottage  
 
Calala Cottage is located at 142 Denison St (near the Mathews St intersection). It was built in 1875 as 
a townhouse for Tamworth's first mayor, Philip Gidley King, the grandson of Governor King and the 
manager of the Peel River Company, formed by the Australian Agricultural Company to handle the 
Peel River properties in 1853.  
 
It features 2000 items set in a reconstructed historical village, including an original slab shepherd's hut 
with a bark roof (c.1836-40), a beehive school and blacksmith's workshop. The complex is open from 
2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. Tuesdays to Fridays and from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. on weekends, and at 
other times by appointment, tel: (02) 6765 7492.  
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Art Gallery 
 
The Tamworth City Gallery in Marius St is one of oldest and largest regional galleries in NSW. It 
includes paintings by Hans Heysen and Norman Lindsay and an outstanding silver collection. The 
Biennial National Fibre Exhibition is a display of current textile and fibre art practices. The gallery is 
open from 10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. weekdays, 9.00 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. Saturdays, 1.00 p.m. to 4.00 
p.m. Sundays.  
 
Goddard's Agricultural Museum and Rex Gilroy's Butterfly World  
 
Goddard's Agricultural Museum and Rex Gilroy's Butterfly World is 17 km south on the New England 
Highway. The Agricultural Museum has a large display of antique farming machinery, antique cars and 
other vehicles. Butterfly World features a collection of butterflies, moths, spiders, beetles and other 
insects as well as a a large rock, mineral and fossil display. They are open from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 
p.m. on weekends and public holidays, and at other times by appointment, tel: (02) 6760 0320.  
 
The Tapestry Gallery 
 
Follow the New England Highway in a south-easterly direction out of town. 7 km from Tamworth is 
Nemingha where you will find The Tapestry Gallery with completed tapestries for sale. They are open 
Wednesdays from 10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m., from 12.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. on Thursdays and Fridays, 
and at other times by appointment, tel: (02) 6760 5138  
 
Winery 
 
From Nemingha turn right onto the Nundle Rd then left onto the Back Road to Kootingal where you will 
find Warrina Wines which has wine tasting and cellar door sales. They are open weekends from 10.00 
a.m. to 4.00 p.m. or by appointment, tel: (02) 6760 3985.  
 
Moonbi  
 
21 km north-east of Tamworth via the New England Highway is Moonbi at the foot of the Moonbi 
Ranges. It is the largest poultry producing area in the state outside of Sydney, hence the 'Big Chook' 
on the left-hand side of the highway in the park.  
Fred Hiller's Ceramic Gallery is located on Braefarm Rd (there is a signpost to the right indicating the 
left turn). Fred specialises in porcelain figures and other ceramics strongly shaped by Australian 
folklore. The gallery is open seven days from 8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m., tel: (02) 6760 3662.  
 
Oxley Memorial 
 
6 km north of Tamworth, on the Fossickers Way (the road to Manilla), is the anchor from the Skylark, 
the ship of surveyor-general John Oxley. It marks the spot where Oxley crossed the Peel River on his 
expedition to the coast. It is located to the right, just past Brown's Lane.  
 
Goonoo Goonoo  
 
25 km south, just off the New England Highway, is Goonoo Goonoo (said to mean 'plenty of water'), 
one of NSW's most historic sheep stations. The property was granted to the Australian Agricultural 
Company in 1832. They received 600 000 acres here and at Warrah, west of Willow Tree, in 
exchange for a portion of their one-million acre Port Stephens grant. The land was selected and 
surveyed for the company by explorer Henry Dangar and stock began to arrive in 1834. Goonoo 
Goonoo became the company's regional headquarters in 1841. What remained of the old property 
was sold by the company into private hands in 1985.  
A number of old buildings, which once formed a semi-autonomous village, remain. The chapel is to the 
rear of the homestead (1840). There is a gabled rubblestone store cum post office with brick arches 
(1853), a large brick woolshed (divided into three gabled sections) on a hill, and a memorial fountain in 
remembrance of G.B. King, the son of Elizabeth Macarthur and Philip Gidley King. The property is 
halfway to Wallabadah, just east of the highway along a side road. It is a working property and not 
really a tourist site but there are open days. Ring (02) 6769 8278 for further enquiries.  
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Moree  - Substantial town famed for its Artesian Spa which attracts people seeking health-
giving waters.  
 
Moree (population 10 000) is located in northern NSW, 628 km north-west of Sydney and 208 m 
above sea-level. It is the major town in an affluent shire noted for its rich black soil plains. As one local 
has remarked: 'You could put a match in the ground overnight and get a walking stick in the morning'. 
Wheat and other cereals, cotton, oil seeds, pecan nuts and, most recently, olives, are all under 
cultivation. 
  
Moree's location adjacent the Mehi River has meant it has been flooded regularly over the years. It 
means that the town has numerous attractive riverside parks and reserves. Moree is also one of the 
largest farm machinery distribution centres in the country. 
  
Moree promotes itself as the 'Artesian Spa Capital'. The town's hot artesian spa bath complex, which 
has evolved from the Moree bore which was originally sunk to a depth of 850 m in 1895 to obtain 
irrigation water. Baths were soon set up (different days originally being allocated to the different sexes) 
and the local council began promoting the waters as a curative and a source of relaxation and 
replenishment - a tradition still carried on today. The bore ceased to flow in 1957 and is now worked 
by a pump. 
  
Visitors' Centre  
 
The Moree Tourist Information Centre is located at the corner of the Newell and Gwydir Highways, tel: 
(02) 6757 3350. There are gifts and pecan nuts for sale. Enquiries can be made here concerning 
scenic drives, the town's open garden scheme, which operates on specified days in autumn and 
spring, and tours of a cotton gin and cotton farm (from April to August), of Lightning Ridge (March to 
November) or of a pecan nut farm.  
 
Adjacent the centre is the Lyle Houlahan Park where there are picnic tables and childrens' play 
facilities.  
 
Artesian Spa Baths  
 
The mineral-rich water emerges at 41 degrees Celsius and is pumped into the public pool complex via 
both underwater spa jets and, for therapeutic and pleasurable effect, by above-pool spouts. The pools 
are emptied and cleaned each night. They are open on weekdays from 6.30 a.m. to 8.30 p.m., and 
from 7.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. on weekends and public holidays. A masseur is always in attendance 
though bookings are necessary, tel: (02) 6757 3450.  
 
The complex is located at the corner of Anne and Gosport Sts. 
  
The Artesian Thermal Resort is a privately owned complex with its own artesian pool, restaurant and 
therapy centre, set in five acres of landscaped gardens, tel: (1800) 637 678.  
 
Walking Track 
 
The Barry Roberts Walk is a scenic trek along the picturesque riverbanks of the town and the 
adjoining bushland. It also takes in some of the town's heritage sites. A guiding pamphlet is available 
from the visitors' centre.  
 
Heritage Buildings  
 
Despite the wealth of the shire the architecture, with a few exceptions, is functional and 
undistinguished. This may well reflect the fact that the town, built on flood plains, has been completely 
submerged on a number of occasions, particularly in 1910 and 1955, and was partially destroyed by 
fire in 1928.  
 
However, there are a few buildings of note in Frome St. The Edwardian-style Moree Club was 
originally the residence and private practice of Dr McGill, who, in 1900, allegedly became the first 
Australian motor car owner when he bought his vehicle in Sydney and drove it to Moree. It is said that 
he didn't like it and soon returned to horse-power.  
The brick and stone courthouse with gambrel roofs, built in 1903, has some venerable old jacaranda 
trees for shade.  
At Frome and Heber is the Federation-style Lands Office building (1894) with gambrel roofs and 
enormous verandahs added in 1910. Award-winning restoration was carried out after a 1980 fire. Note 
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the Art Deco TAFE College. Opposite is the Moree Plains Gallery, situated in a fine Edwardian 
Baroque building (1920). The National Bank Building, on Frome St, is also of some interest.  
'Alloway' at 15 Gwydir St is a private residence built in the late 1890s.  
 
Moree Plains Gallery  
 
The Moree Plains Gallery, at the corner of Heber and Frome Sts, has an ever-changing display of 
artworks, though the collection of Contemporary Aboriginal Art and Artefacts from the Kamilaroi region 
is on permanent display. They are open from 10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. weekdays, from 10.00 a.m. to 
2.00 p.m. Saturdays and from 11.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. Sundays, tel (02) 6757 3320.  
 
Amaroo DC3 
 
At the Amaroo Tavern in Amaroo Drive is a well-maintained DC3 aeroplane from World War II. You 
can inspect the interior.  
 
Mary Brand Park 
 
Mary Brand Park, at the corner of Gwydir and Frome Sts, is named after the woman who, along with 
her husband, opened a store in 1852, which proved the beginning of the town. In 1861 she 
established the town's first inn on this very corner. The park contains a replica slab hut and Meei 
Cottage (reflecting the original spelling of the Mehi River) which is typical of an 1890s residence. 
There are also some rather old Moreton Bay fig trees.  
 
Cemetery  
 
On Greenbah Rd (the Gwydir Highway), at the western outskirts of town, beyond the golf club, is a 
cemetery. Perhaps the most famous grave is that of Charles Dickens' youngest son, Edward Bulwer 
Lytton Dickens. It is located to the left of the main gates. Young Dickens arrived in Australia in 1868. 
His father died in 1870. He spent the rest of his life in Australia becoming the mayor of Wilcannia and 
working for the Lands Department in Moree from 1900 until his death in 1902. 
  
Another headstone marks the tomb of Mary Brand who, along with her husband, effectively founded 
the townsite in 1852 when she opened a store. In 1861 she established the first inn. Her daughter, 
buried alongside, was the first white child born in Moree. Kangaroos gather here at dusk, but visitors 
are advised not to attempt feeding.  
 
Weirs and Swimming Spots 
 
There are three weirs around Moree which can be pinpointed at the Moree Information Centre. 
Tareelaroi Weir, which has picnic and barbecue facilities, is 20 km east via the Gwydir Highway (take 
the signposted turnoff to the left). Combadello Weir, a good fishing and bird watching spot, is 25 km 
west of town via the Gwydir Highway. Boolooroo Weir, where there are barbecue facilities, is about 8 
km north via the Newell Highway (turn left just before Boolooroo Bridge). The Rocks are a pleasant 
picnic and swimming spot. Head north-east for 11 km along the Newell Highway then turn right, 
heading east for 5 km to the end of the road.  
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Goondiwindi  - Prosperous service centre on the Queensland-New South Wales border  
 
Located 805 km from Sydney and 362 km from Brisbane (or so the prominent and interesting road 
sign on the corner of the main street declares), Goondiwindi is 216 m above sea level. It is a rambling 
Queensland settlement which spreads for kilometres around the old Customs House on the banks of 
the Macintyre River.  
 
Pronounced 'gun' rather than 'goon', Goondiwindi is a typical, attractive Darling Downs town which has 
become important because of its unique position at the junction of the Cunningham, Newell, Bruxner, 
Barwon and Leichhardt Highways on the border between New South Wales and Queensland. This 
fame, based largely on location, has been compounded throughout Australia because of a horse 
named Gunsynd which became known as the Goondiwindi Grey and was the subject of a 1973 Tex 
Morton hit (it reached Number 5) titled 'The Goondiwindi Grey'.  
 
The town has made much of this famous horse and beside the river in Apex Park is a plaque (it is not 
three dimensional enough to be called a statue) commemorating the glories of Gunsynd. In the late 
1960s and early 1970s the horse had 29 wins including the 1971 Epsom Handicap and the 1972 Cox 
Plate. It came third in the 1972 Melbourne Cup.  
 
Customs House 
 
Located on the town side of the main bridge across the Macintyre, the old Customs House has been 
converted into the Goondiwindi Museum and is a typical rural folk museum containing many 
interesting local artefacts.  
 
Victoria Hotel  
 
Apart from the Customs House (and the charming old cottage beside it) the other superb building in 
town is the Victoria Hotel. Located on a site which was apparently a popular place for the local 
Kamilaroi Aborigines to launch attacks against the invading Europeans, the Victoria Hotel (1898) is a 
beautifully preserved, and highly original, Queensland country pub with wide verandahs and an 
unusual tower which makes it look more like a wedding cake than a pub. It sees itself as a monument 
to Gunsynd with a good collection of equine memorabilia.  
 
Macintyre Ginnery  
 
Another feature of the town, and something well worth a visit, is the Macintyre Ginnery where the local 
cotton is processed. In the cotton picking season the streets of the town are filled with the roar of huge 
trucks as they make their way from the cotton fields to the ginnery. Located a couple of kilometres out 
of town (follow the main street east past the Drive In) the Macintyre Cotton Gin actually encourages 
visits. It is open from 8.00 am - 5.00 pm between April and September.  
 
The processes inside the gin are both simple and fascinating. Following yellow lines the visitor can 
see the raw cotton balls being fed into the machine and can follow the series of processes which clean 
and prepare the cotton so that by the end it is ready to be semi-automatically baled and shipped away 
for carding, drawing and roving. A booklet called The Australian Cotton Story is available from the 
office at the ginnery.  
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Roma  -Major service centre for the western region of the Darling Downs 
 
Roma is an attractive centre located 479 km west of Brisbane and 300 m above sea level. This 
thriving community of nearly 7 000 people lies at the heart of a rich sheep and cattle grazing area and 
boasts the largest store cattle market in Australia.  
 
Roma Visitor Information Centre 
 
The Roma Visitor Information Centre is located in The Big Rig Complex, 2 Riggers Road, Roma. This 
complex is a must see for all who visit Roma. A $7 million living memorial to the pioneers of Australia's 
oil and gas exploration industry. Experience the development of the industry from the nations first 
discovery of petroleum in Roma in 1900 through a series of 12 interpretive panels, audio and other 
visual presentations and fully restored historic rigs and equipment. There is also a 30 minute night 
show using current technology and multi media to tell the story of early life in the oil and gas industry 
in Australia.  
 
Roma Court House  
 
The Roma Court House has undoubtedly been the scene of many interesting trials and judgements 
but few can quite match the trial of Harry Redford.  
 
Buildings  
 
Other features of particular interest in Roma are the large number of gracious old houses and in the 
centre of town there are a number of interesting hotels. The School of Arts Hotel, built in 1918, has an 
unusual tower which has excellent views over the town.  
 
Wyndham Street, which runs at right angles to the main street, has two impressive rows of bottle trees 
which were planted after World War 1. There is supposedly a tree for each soldier from the district who 
was killed in the war.  
 
Romavilla Winery 
 
The Romavilla Winery, on the Injune Road outside Roma, is one of the town's major tourist attractions. 
Although it doesn't look particularly impressive from the road the Romavilla Winery can claim to be the 
oldest winery in Queensland. It started operation in 1863 and has been producing wine continuously 
for over a century. The present cellars were built in 1878. At one point it was processing grapes from 
170 000 vines. Grape growing and wine making is part of Roma's history. The first vines in the area 
were planted at Mt Abundance Homestead in the late 1840s and by the early 1870s wine making was 
an important local industry. Next door is an attractive slab cottage gallery which sells souvenirs and 
crafts. Contact: (07) 4622 1822.  
 
Meadowbank Museum 
 
The highlight of any visit to Roma is a visit to Meadowbank Museum which is located 12 km west of 
the town on the road to Charleville. It is clearly signposted. The Museum has one of the finest and 
most unusual collections of memorabilia in the country. Of particular interest is the deadly 'man trap' 
used to trap Aborigines who were stealing cattle. It is a huge and ugly variation of a rabbit trap devised 
to break the leg and almost impossible to open once caught in it. There's a wonderful collection of old 
horse drawn vehicles and old motor cars (including a T model Ford) and a hay loft which dates to 
1859. This is only to hint at the riches the museum offers. There area bird and animal enclosures, a 
picnic and play area, and for people who enjoy exploring a vast collection of local artefacts there is 
enough to keep even a cursory visitor busy for half a day. There is camping available and campers 
can inspect the museum during their stay. A phone call to (07) 4622 3836 will usually open the 
museum although the owners do protest that they are operating a working farm as well as a museum.  
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Charleville - Interesting township in western Queensland 
 
Located 750 km from Brisbane and 300 m above sea-level, Charleville is an attractive town on the 
banks of the Warrego River. 
  
 
The Royal Flying Doctor Service  
 
The Southern Queensland base of the Royal Flying Doctor Service is located on the Old Cunnamulla 
Road to the east of town. It is open for inspection from 8.00 am - 4.00 pm daily.  
While most other Flying Doctor bases tend to show videos on the workings of the service the 
Charleville office is proud of the fact that visitors are taken through a working operation. There is no 
charge, although donations are appreciated. 
  
The School of Distance Education  
 
Voluntary contributions are also appreciated next door at the School of Distance Education (previously 
known as the School of the Air). It is open from 8.30 am - 3.30 pm and the principal recommends a 
morning visit as that is when classes are held with the youngest pupils. There is a viewing area beside 
the studio where visitors can listen in on the lessons. The school includes students from as far afield 
as Fraser Island in the east to Hungerford in the south-west. An excellent information book outlining its 
functions and educational techniques is available.  
 
Historical House 
 
The town's 'Historical House', located in Alfred Street at the northern end of town, is particularly 
interesting. It was built in 1881 as the local branch of the Queensland National Bank with the teller's 
area, the safe and the manager's office at the front and accommodation for the manager's family, 
including the maid's quarters, at the back. The historical society have preserved the original functions 
and filled each room with appropriate pieces of furniture and memorabilia. A book on the shire's 
history, entitled Murweh Shire: 100 Years of Local Government 1880-1980, is available.  
 
Steiger Gun 
 
To the south of town (on the western side of the road, in front of the scout hall) is the Steiger Gun. 
This bizarre piece of Western Queensland history is captioned: 'Steiger Vortex Rainmaker Gun. One 
of ten guns used by the Queensland Government Meteorologist Prof. Clement Wragge at Charleville, 
September 26 1902.' It was a vain attempt to induce a deluge and thus break the drought which had 
been going on since 1896. Wragge's novel approach was to send blasts of air into the atmosphere. He 
persuaded the authorities in Brisbane to build Steiger guns which he duly placed around Charleville. 
They were all filled with gunpowder and ignited. Nothing happened. That night Wragge addressed a 
group of local citizens in Aeschimann's Hall in Charleville and, so rumour has it, was greeted with 
considerable scepticism and derision. He left town the next day.  
 
Fauna Display  
 
The Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service office on Park St has a bird aviary and fauna 
display, including several species of endangered wallabies and bilbies. It is open on weekdays from 
8.30 am - 4.30 pm.  
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Barcaldine - Interesting town famous for its role in the development of the Australian labour 
movement  
 
Located 1080 km north-west Brisbane and 273 m above sea-level, Barcaldine is a sleepy town of 
1700 people with a lot of pubs and a wealth of interesting and unusual buildings. It is hard to imagine 
that this town was central to one of the more significant events in the political life of Australia: the 
shearers' strike of 1891, which played an important role in the events which led to the formation of the 
Australian Labor Party.  
 
Australian Workers' Heritage Museum  
 
Designed to complement the Longreach Stockman's Hall of Fame (thus making this part of 
Queensland a very desirable option for tourists) this interesting and award-winning museum in Ash 
Street proffers itself as a tribute to all of the nation's working people, their history, heritage and 
traditions.  
 
The award-winning museum is located in the former grounds of the old Barcaldine State School, with 
old school structures renovated and incorporated into the exhibition space. Other historic workplaces, 
such as a one-teacher school, a railway station and a police watch-house, have been relocated from 
around Queensland. Artifacts, artworks and multimedia presentations help to tell the story with 
displays including features on the shearers' strike (see town history above), the role of women in 
outback life and the importance of Aboriginal stockmen. The Heritage Centre features landscaped 
gardens and shady trees around a billabong, with picnic shelters, barbecue facilities and a modern 
children's playground. It is located in Ash St and is open every day but Christmas Day from 9.00 a.m. 
to 5.00 p.m. Monday to Saturday, and from 10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. on Sunday, tel: (07) 4651 2422; 
fax: (07) 4651 1570; and email: awhc@tpg.com.au  
 
The Wanpa-rda Matilda Outback Education Centre 
 
This education centre is located on the same grounds as the Heritage Centre. It offers day trips 
around the area with a local tour operator, air-conditioned dormitories, a fully-equipped kitchen, 
outdoor barbecues and a recreation area. The education officer can be contacted on (07) 4651 2430.  
 
The Shearers' Strike Camp 
 
A short distance out of town is the site of the Shearers' Strike Camp where literally hundreds of 
shearers camped during the troubles. It is protected by the National Trust but, at the moment, is not 
open to the public. Enquire at the tourist information office near the Tree of Knowledge if you have 
special reason to visit it. The tourist information office also has a leaflet which has an excellent 
analysis of the causes of the strike by a local station owner. 
  
The Barcaldine and District Folk Museum  
 
The town's folk museum is open on a daily basis. Like many of the museums in western Queensland it 
is full of memorabilia collected from locals, including a rare Edison gramophone dating from 1900, 
some barbed wire from the 1870s and a 1923 ticket issued by Qantas. While it has the chaotic 
appearance of a junk shop it is a fascinating collection of everything from old pots and pans to 
antiquated newspaper articles. The grounds outside the museum even include the town's first 
motorised fire engine and a Southern Cross windmill.  
 
Buildings  
 
Perhaps the most remarkable of all Barcaldine's buildings is the Masonic Lodge on Beech Street (note 
that all the streets in the town are named after types of trees). Built in 1908 as a bank it stands out 
from everything around it. This is because the facade "a hugely elaborate combination of friezes and 
arches" is actually painted on. The effect is at once pretentious and eccentric. 
  
Around the corner is St Peter's Church, a superb example of the use of timber in outback Queensland. 
The church was built in 1899 and its elaborate tongue-and-groove boards and its craftsmanship make 
it a worthy example of Queensland's distinctive architecture. It was built for the modest sum of £520.  
 
On the outskirts of town (at the end of Pine Street) is the Beta Farm Slab Hut, a reconstruction of an 
1880s structure which betrays some superb craftsmanship. The owners have furnished it with unusual 
objects from the period including a kitchen cupboard made out of piano cases and an extensive 
display of dolls.  

mailto:awhc@tpg.com.au
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Winton - The town where 'Waltzing Matilda' was written  
 
North Gregory Hotel  
 
Whatever the real origins of the events and the images Paterson wrote the song and it received its first 
public performance at the North Gregory Hotel in Winton. The current hotel is the fourth North Gregory 
(the other three either burned down or were destroyed) but it is still on the location of the original pub. 
From photographs the original North Gregory was a modest building with little more than bark walls 
and a corrugated iron roof.  
 
The Jolly Swagman  
 
The swagman has been immortalised, albeit in fibreglass, beside the swimming pool over the road 
from the Waltzing Matilda Centre. Appropriately he sits near a very healthy looking coolibah tree. 
However the more impressive display is at the centre where the entire billabong scene is recreated.  
 
The Waltzing Matilda Centre  
 
Completed in 1998 at a cost of $3.1 million the Waltzing Matilda Centre combined Winton's existing 
Qantilda Museum with an impressive range of new attractions many constructed around the story of 
the swagman as told in 'Banjo' Paterson's 'Waltzing Matilda'. There is a Billabong Courtyard in which 
lifesize characters (ie the troopers and the swaggie) and caught in action under a full-size coolabah 
tree. The centre also is home to the Outback Regional Art Gallery which concentrates on both historic 
and contemporary images of Australian outback and rural life.  
 
The Home of the Legend component of the Centre has a number of famous Australian singing and 
talking while visitors watch holograms of the past.  
 
The Qantilda Museum, now renamed Qantilda Pioneer Place, is a typical collection of memorabilia of 
the area including displays of old machinery, a recreation of Christina Macpherson playing 'Craiglea' 
and an extensive display of Qantas material. There are over 5000 items in the collection which 
includes a special Aboriginal section and a good reading room.  
 
The Centre is open from 8.30 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. and, on public holidays, from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m., 
tel: (07) 4657 1466. There is also a gift shop and a restaurant.  
Entry to the entire complex is $14.00 for adults, $12 for children (under 14), students and concessions, 
and $30.00 for families.  
 
Corfield & Fitzmaurice  
 
Winton has a number of tourist attractions but none quite compare with a visit to the store of Corfield & 
Fitzmaurice in the main street. Corfield arrived in the area in the late 1870s and established a general 
store. The original store was replaced in 1916 and the current building, now listed by the National 
Trust, is one of the most perfectly preserved old-style general stores in Australia.  
 
Winton Club  
 
Winton is the birthplace of Qantas. On 16 November 1920 the Queensland and Northern Territory Air 
Service was registered as a company with its headquarters in the town. The first official meeting of 
Qantas took place at the Winton Club on 10 February 1921. The Club still stands on the corner of 
Oondooroo and Vindex streets one block north of the main street. It is open to visitors.  
 
Memorial Cairn  
 
Of the other points of interest in the town there is Memorial Cairn which records the town's 
involvement in the famous shearer's strike of 1891. Over 500 shearers camped south of the town for 
four months during the dispute and, although Winton was not greatly affected by the strike, the 
Mounted Police arrived from Charleville to keep order.  
 
Carisbrooke Station  
 
Carisbrooke Station is now a wildlife sanctuary and, with its bora rings, Aboriginal rock paintings, and 
dramatic scenery is regarded by many of the Winton locals as a place which deserves to be ranked 
with some of Australia's most interesting outback reserves. Contact: (07) 4657 3984. 
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Longreach - Major centre in western Queensland and home to the Stockman's Hall of Fame  
 
Located 1184 km from Brisbane and 676 km west of Rockhampton, Longreach is the largest town in 
central Queensland. Situated on the Thomson River 191 m above sea level it is the centre of one of 
Queensland's most prosperous wool and beef areas.  
 
Australian Stockman's Hall of Fame 
 
In recent times the $12.5 million 'Australian Stockman's Hall of Fame' has generated a level of tourist 
activity which has made Longreach the premier destination in central Queensland. It is easy to be 
cynical about the Stockman's Hall of Fame but, in spite of its high prices and its carefully created 
commercialism, it really is worth visiting. The name is actually something of a misnomer. It would more 
accurately be called 'The Australian History Timeline'. Its exhibitions include a model of Aboriginal 
cave paintings, the first fleet (with a computerised list of all the people on the first fleet), the early 
settlement in Sydney, the major explorations, the early pioneers (with a model slab hut, a hawker's 
van and a blacksmith's shop) the pastoral expansion, and then a focus on life in the bush up to the 
present day. It is impossible to see it all in under two hours and many people will spend four of five 
hours wandering along the time line. It uses the latest audio visual techniques to great effect.  
 
Qantas in Longreach 
 
The first commercial flight by Qantas in an Avro 504K took off from Longreach on 7 February 1921 at 
10.30 am and took 3 hours and 10 minutes to reach Winton. 
  
The town is still proud of its aviation past. The first Qantas booking office, a small wooden building, is 
located in Qantas Park in Eagle Street and is currently used as the Tourist Information Office. Behind 
the office is Qantas Park which contains an engine which dates from 1924.  
The original Qantas hangar is located over the road from the Stockman's Hall of Fame. For many 
years it was nothing more than an old hangar. In recent times it has become the Qantas Founders 
Outback Museum and provides visitors with a unique insight into the early history of aviation in 
Australia. It is well worth visiting. For more details contact (07) 4658 3767. 
  
Jacksons Weapons Museum 
 
There are a number of other tourist attractions in the area including the Jacksons Weapons Museum 
in Cassowary Street which is really a war memorabilia museum. It is open from 2 pm to 8 pm daily and 
is free although donations are appreciated.  



Page 50 

Cloncurry (including Duchess) Quiet outback township with a number of interesting and 
unusual attractions  
 
Located 766 km west of Townsville and 189 m above sea-level, Cloncurry owes its existence to the 
discovery of copper and its subsequent status as the most important transportation centre in Western 
Queensland. Indeed the first copper in Western Queensland was discovered here. The first regular 
Qantas flight landed at Cloncurry and John Flynn established his first Flying Doctor Base in the town. 
  
The Great Australian Mine 
 
It is still possible to visit the site of the mine. It is located to the south of town across the railway line 
from Schaeffe Street. Beyond the railway line the road diverges into a myriad of tracks and it is wise to 
seek clear instructions. Most people have two or three attempts before they find the site.  
 
John Flynn Place 
 
Perhaps Cloncurry's most important museum is that dedicated to Rev. John Flynn (Flynn of the 
Inland). It was at Cloncurry that the Royal Flying Doctor Service was established in 1928. Flynn's 
choice of Cloncurry was based on its proximity to the mining camps and scattered pastoralists, all of 
whom were poorly served by any kind of medical services. 
  
John Flynn Place, a Bicentennial Project, is an excellent overview of the Flynn legacy. It moves 
progressively from an image of outback conditions at the turn of the century to the history of Flynn 
himself. The display includes some interesting personal memorabilia and explanations of how the 
whole Flying Doctor system worked in the early days. There is something enormously appealing about 
Flynn's story. It is the triumph of an unceasing commitment against huge odds. The result of his 
labours is still in evidence today when, even with modern technology, the Royal Flying Doctor Service 
is still in operation due to the isolation of the outback areas of Western Australia, Queensland, South 
Australia and the Northern Territory. It is even said of the small opal mining community of Yowah in 
south-west Queensland that they don't want a telephone connection because they feel that it might 
jeopardise their access to the Flying Doctor. 
  
Flynn's vision is neatly summed up on the Flynn Memorial which stands over 600 km to the west (at 
the Three Ways near Tennant Creek). The dedication observes: 'Flynn saw that only radio and fast 
efficient transport would really overcome the inland's vast distances. At a time when his ideas seemed 
wild and revolutionary, he developed a scheme which combined aircraft, radios and medicine to 
provide a mantle of safety for inland people. The establishment of the Royal Flying Doctor Service was 
mainly due to his vision and energy. The first Flying Doctor base was established in 1928 at Cloncurry. 
Today there are 20 such bases serving some 2200 radio and outstations scattered over some 70 per 
cent of Australia's land area.' 
  
The museum is open from 8.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. on weekdays, year round. From May to the end of 
September it is also open weekends from 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m., tel: (07) 4727 7500.  
 
The Mary Kathleen Memorial Park and Museum 
 
Entering Cloncurry from the east, the first place to catch the eye is The Mary Kathleen Memorial 
Museum and Park. When the uranium mining town of Mary Kathleen (q.v.) folded and its contents 
auctioned off, the museum obtained a number of buildings and some important relics from the site. 
The sign, which once stood on the road into the town, is prominantly displayed. It proclaims: 'Welcome 
to Mary Kathleen. This town was built by MK Uranium Ltd for the mining of the uranium deposit 
discovered by Walton McConickie Prospectors syndicate to produce uranium oxide. The town mine 
treatment plant and Lake Corella were completed between April 1956 and May 1958 and the project is 
under the management of CRA Ltd.'  
The museum also houses an excellent collection of rocks from the area. Its prize possession is Robert 
O'Hara Burke's waterbottle. Located in McIlwraith St, it is open from 8.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. on 
weekdays, year round. From May to the end of September it is also open weekends from 9.00 a.m. to 
3.00 p.m., tel: (07) 4742 1361.  
 
Historic Sites 
 
The town's post office (1885), courthouse (1898) and Chinese and Afghan cemeteries are all of 
interest. The so-called Afghan Cemetery, on the fringes of the town's old cemetery, contains only one 
marked grave (with the headstone pointing towards Mecca) and a number of unmarked graves which 
are indicated by numbers.  
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The Cloncurry-Mount Isa Road 
 
One of the most interesting aspects of any visit to Mount Isa is the road from Cloncurry to the city. 
Most of the Gulf lands are flat but this is uncharacteristically hilly and dramatic. In many ways the area 
appears to be similar to the MacDonnell Ranges in central Australia. The reason for this is that, like 
the MacDonnells, the Selwyn Ranges are extremely ancient. These mountains have been eroded 
back to their bones, and consequently their bedding erratically twists in a thousand different directions. 
The people of Mount Isa will tell you that these mountains are the oldest exposed land mass on earth - 
and you will be inclined to believe them. The Clem Walton Park (on the main highway between 
Cloncurry and Mount Isa) includes a remarkable lake with lots of birdlife. 
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Mount Isa - The major service centre and mining town in north western Queensland  
 
Mount Isa is the largest and most impressive township in western Queensland. Unlike Longreach (its 
only competitor), which has a very rural feel, Mount Isa is a mining town with an air of self-confidence 
and sophistication which is rare in outback Queensland.  
 
Tourist Information Centre 
 
The town has no shortage of interesting sites and tours. It is sensible to start at the very helpful Tourist 
Information Centre (on Marian Street - the main road into town from the east) which can provide 
visitors with a map and directions.  
 
Mine Tours 
 
The highlight of any visit to Mount Isa is a comprehensive tour of the mines. It makes most sense to 
start with a surface tour which includes an excellent film which explains how the mine works and what 
equipment is used. Mount Isa is one of the few mines where visitors can actually take an underground 
tour. At the height of the season tours are often booked out two months in advance so plan ahead. 
Bookings can be made by phoning (07) 4749 1555 or by writing to the IQTDB, P.O. Box 356, Mount 
Isa,4825.  
 
Kalkadoon Tribal Centre  
 
Next to the Tourist Information Centre is the Kalkadoon Tribal Centre and Cultural Keeping Place 
which contains some interesting Aboriginal artefacts from the area.  
 
Lookout  
 
A suitable overview of Mount Isa can be had by going up to the City Lookout opposite the Tourist 
Information Centre. The views across the city to the mine offer an ideal orientation. At night the 
lookout is a popular vantage point as the streetlights and the illumination emanating from the mines 
give Mount Isa a much more attractive appearance than it has during the day. 
 
The Frank Aston Rotary Underground Museum 
 
Perched on top of a hill this establishment contains good displays of old mining equipment and some 
interesting Aboriginal artefacts. It has been designed to convey a sense of what the old mines at 
Mount Isa must have been like. The museum actually enters the hill from the top and goes down into a 
series of underground chambers and rooms. It was originally the city's reservoir.  
 
The John Middlen Museum 
 
This is another mining museum, located on Church St. It is open seven days a week, tel: (07) 4749 
1429.  
 
Riversleigh Fossil Centre  
 
Behind the city library, under an amphitheatre, is the Riversleigh Fossil Display. This is a genuinely 
interesting, if small, collection of fossils from Riversleigh Station, located 250 km north of Mount Isa. 
There is everything from bat's teeth to the bones of a huge flighless ancient bird known as 
Dromornorthis - the precursor of the emu. It is open from 9- 4.30.  
 
Royal Flying Doctor Service and Distance Education 
 
Across the Leichhardt River in the shadow of the mines are the Royal Flying Doctor Service, open 
between 9 and 3 (tel: (07) 4743 2800) and Distance Education, open from 10 to 12 during school term 
(tel: (07) 4744 9100.  
 
National Trust Tent Museum  
 
In 1932 Mount Isa Mines began building this style of low-cost accommodation. Miners had been living 
in very primitive conditions and J. L. Urquhart, who had gained a substantial interest in the mining 
company, began to develop Mount Isa as a company town. One of his first acts was to establish 
reasonable quality low-rent housing. The blinds to keep the heat out and the simple design were a 
vast improvement on the primitive quarters the miners had been living in. These houses were vital to 
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the growth of Mount Isa. They played a part in making the city more than just an outback mining town. 
This is an excellent display.  
 
The Lakes 
 
There are a number of pleasant lakes around the city. Most of them are artificially designed. About 10 
km from the city centre is the Lake Moondarra reservoir and 100 km north is Lake Julius, which has a 
delightful recreation park. Because of the shortage of water in the area all the lakes have quickly 
become important bird sanctuaries.  
 
Aboriginal Sites 
 
It is not possible to visit the Aboriginal art sites around the city without a guide. There are, however, a 
number of tours to the sites. Information can be obtained from the Visitors' Information Centre.  
 
The Cloncurry-Mount Isa Road 
 
One of the most interesting aspects of any visit to Mount Isa is the road from Cloncurry to the city. 
Most of the Gulf lands are flat but this is uncharacteristically hilly and dramatic. In many ways the area 
appears to be similar to the MacDonnell Ranges in central Australia. The reason for this is that, like 
the MacDonnells, the Selwyn Ranges are extremely ancient. These mountains have been eroded 
back to their bones, and consequently their bedding erratically twists in a thousand different directions. 
The people of Mount Isa will tell you that these mountains are the oldest exposed land mass on earth - 
and you will be inclined to believe them. The Clem Walton Park (on the main highway between 
Cloncurry and Mount Isa) includes a remarkable lake with lots of birdlife. 
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Wycliffe Well - Wauchope (including The Devils Marbles Conservation Reserve) - Service town 
which operates as a centre for people wishing to visit the remarkable Devils Marbles  
 
Located 114 km south of Tennant Creek (390 km from Alice Springs and 1092 km south of Darwin), 
Wauchope lies to the west of the Murchison and Davenport Ranges. The town serves the travellers on 
the Stuart Highway. Historically it was established to service the mining communities in the area 
(wolfram was mined to the east of the town) as well as the Barkly Tablelands cattle industry.  
 
Today there is little evidence of the wolfram mining which took place in the area. In fact the tour 
operators and the Tourist Information Office at Tennant Creek claim they don't even know if there are 
any ruins. Certainly there is no marked road out to the ruins.  
 
Devils Marbles Conservation Reserve 
 
Wauchope's great attraction is the 1828 hectare Devils Marbles Conservation Reserve which lies on 
either side of the Stuart Highway some 10 km north of the settlement. 
  
It is widely accepted that the 'Marbles', which are roughly egg-shaped, were considered by the local 
Aborigines to have been eggs laid by the Rainbow Serpent during the Dreamtime.  
 
They are, by any measure, a remarkable geological formation having been formed by spheroidal 
weathering. Signs along the pathways describe how the boulders were formed by a combination of 
mechanical weathering (which cracked the rocks) and chemical weathering (which flaked the surface 
off). One sign succinctly explains the process: 'These boulders were originally part of a solid mass of 
coarse grained granite which formed deep within the earth's surface about 1640 million years ago. 
Erosion has since stripped away the overlying material and weathering processes have shaped the 
forms you see here today. As the molten magma cooled and hardened to form granite the mass 
shrank and cracked and these cracks known as joints effectively split the granite body into a series of 
tight fitting blocks.'  
 
The enormous daily and annual temperature ranges in the harsh desert landscape - from sub-zero 
temperatures at night to over 40°C during the day - mean that the erosive processes are still very 
much at work.  
 
Like Uluru, the boulders are seen at their best at sunset when the rays of the setting sun catch the red 
iron minerals which have covered the rocks. The stones have the appearance of being dumped upon 
the landscape with some boulders sitting precariously on the tops of others.  
 
The Conservation Reserve is alive with unusual desert wildlife and the observant visitor may spot the 
mud nests of the Fairy Martin, the Pygmy Spiny-tailed Goanna, and Zebra finches. The ghost gums 
which grow in the crevices between the rocks are particularly beautiful.  
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Alice Springs (including Chambers Pillar Historical Reserve, Henbury Meteorite Park, 
Simpsons Gap National Park, Standley Chasm)  
 
An attractive and fascinating outback city surrounded by a vast number of fascinating attractions.  
 
Located 1524 km from Darwin and 293 km north of the South Australian border, Alice Springs is the 
second largest town in the Northern Territory with a population of over 25 000 and an annual growth 
rate of nearly 6 per cent. Recognised as the 'Centre of Australia' Alice Springs owes its modern 
popularity to a booming tourist industry which brings people to 'The Alice' to either explore the beauty 
of 'The Centre', particularly the magnificent MacDonnell Ranges, or head off to Uluru (Ayers Rock) 
and Kata Tjuta (The Olgas) which lie to the south-west.  
 
Historically it owes its existence to the fact that it was a vital link on the Overland Telegraph Line. It 
subsequently became the major railhead in the Northern Territory with cattle and goods being shipped 
through its goods yards.  
 
Alice Springs is 576 metres above sea level and lies on the often dry Todd River. It is in the 
MacDonnell Ranges and lies on a rich alluvial plain. The Todd River, which was first discovered and 
named in 1871 by the parties building the Overland Telegraph, flows only after heavy rains. It rises in 
the MacDonnell Ranges and disappears 320 km south-east into the sands of the Simpson Desert.  
 
The springs, after which the town in named, lie to the north-east of the town and were discovered in 
1871 by the team building the Overland Telegraph. The surveyors were William Whitfield Mills and 
John Ross and there is some dispute as to which of these two men found the springs and named 
them. Mills did write that he had discovered a pass through the MacDonnell Ranges which led to an 
area 'with numerous waterholes and springs, the principal of which is the Alice Spring which I had the 
honour of naming after Mrs. Todd.'  
 
The reason for this 'honour' was that Sir Charles Todd, the then Postmaster-General of South 
Australia, had been the driving force behind the building of the Overland Telegraph. Lady Alice Todd 
was his wife.  
 
Prior to the arrival of Europeans the area had been the home of the Aranda Aborigines who had been 
living in the area for at least 10 000 years.  
 
A notice at the Alice Springs Repeater Station conveys the antiquity of Aboriginal habitation neatly 
when it points out 'it is worth remembering that the probable occupation of this site spans 330 
generations of Aborigines as well as 5 generations of Europeans.'  
 
The repeater station which was built at Alice Spring in 1871-2 was the first European building 
constructed in Central Australia. The station was closed in 1932 and is now open for inspection as an 
important part of the early European history of the area. Built of local stone the station consisted of the 
postmaster's residence, an observatory and store room, the telegraph room and barracks. The 
buildings have had a chequered history being used at various times as an Aboriginal reserve for the 
maintenance and education of part-Aboriginal children, an Army camp and an administration block. 
They were improved in the 1960s which accounts for their pristine condition and all the new cement 
work.  
 
The station, an ideal point from which to lead expeditions into the hinterland, was largely responsible 
for the initial establishment of the town. It lies 3 km to the north of the town and is clearly signposted 
as the Alice Springs Telegraph Reserve. There are guided tours each morning at 10 am.  
The town was surveyed in 1888 and called Stuart, after the explorer, until 1933 when the popular 
name of Alice Springs was officially adopted. It was planned that Stuart would be the major railhead in 
The Centre but it wasn't until 1929 that 'The Ghan' actually reached the town.  
 
As late as the 1930s the town was little more than a lonely outpost. The goldrush at Arltunga in 1902 
saw a brief boom but the population was still less than 50 in 1927. The arrival of the Central Australian 
Railway ('The Ghan') in 1929 saw the population of the town jump to 467 by 1933.  
 
As an early centre of administration the town boasted services which seemed incongruous given the 
small population. A gaol was built in 1907, a school in 1914 and the first Australian Inland Mission 
nurse arrived in the town in 1915.  
 
 
 

http://walkabout.com.au/locations/NTUluru.shtml
http://walkabout.com.au/locations/NTArltunga.shtml
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Anzac Hill  
 
The town offers the traveller a vast number of attractions. A good starting point is Anzac Hill. This is 
not because it has any special appeal. It simply offers an excellent view of Alice Springs and environs 
affording a superb 360° panorama. The monument on the top of the hill was designed by the Rev 
Harry Griffiths, President of the local RSL. If you continue east after visiting Anzac Hill the road 
crosses the bed of the Todd River.  
 
Adelaide House  
 
Adelaide House in Todd Mall was designed and built by John Flynn and was the first Alice Springs 
Hospital. The idea for a hospital was originally suggested by Sister Finlayson who arrived in the 
Centre in 1915 and was horrified to find that seriously sick patients had to be transferred by cart or 
wagon to Oodnadatta over 600 km away. Built between 1920-26 it employed a unique cooling system 
which was a combination of air tunnels and wet hessian - thus making the whole hospital a kind of 
huge Coolgardie safe. The walls are nearly 45 cm thick. Around the back is the stone Radio Hut where 
Alfred Traeger (the South Australian inventor who devised the famous pedal wireless which was 
powered by turning a pair of bicycle pedals) and John Flynn made their first field radio transmission in 
1926. It was also the site of the first field radio telegram transmission in Australia. Today Adelaide 
House has an interesting photographic display of the early history of the Centre.  
 
Flynn Memorial Church  
 
On the corner of Todd and Parsons Streets is the Flynn Memorial Church which was built to the 
memory of the late John Flynn. Flynn established the Flying Doctor Service. Today the Royal Flying 
Doctor Base can be inspected at the southern end of Hartley Street.  
The base was originally built with funds raised by the women of South Australia and commemorates 
the pioneer women of the outback. The base first operated in November 1939 with the Commonwealth 
Department of Health providing a doctor and an aircraft being chartered from local identity 'Eddie' 
Connellan.  
 
John Flynn's Grave 
 
John Flynn's grave is located 5 km west of Alice Springs on Larapinta Drive. Flynn died in 1951 and 
his ashes are placed underneath a huge boulder.  
 
'Flynn of the Inland', the founder of the Flying Doctor service, is one of outback Australia's most loved 
characters. The lines on his gravestone 'His vision encompassed the continent. He established the 
Australian Inland Mission and founded the Flying Doctor Service. He brought to lonely places a 
spiritual ministry and spread a mantle of safety over them by medicine and radio' aptly sum up his life.  
 
After his death controversy raged over Flynn's attitude and treatment of the local Aborigines. He was 
accused of insensitivity and racist attitudes. His widow was incensed by these accusations. Today, in 
spite of a vigorous campaign by the Uniting Church, there is still some doubt about Flynn's attitudes. 
The original 8.13 tonne granite boulder used on the grave had been taken from the 'Devils Marbles'. It 
was only when it was pointed out that it was part of a very sacred Aboriginal site that it was returned 
and a local rock replaced it.  
There used to be a sign near his grave which stated 'The Very Reverend John Flynn (1880-1951) 
Presbyterian Minister and Missionary first visited the Northern Territory in 1912 at the time when the 
Inland two-thirds of Australia had no minister of religion, no doctor and no nurse' has also been 
removed because it was just plain wrong.  
The Lutherans had been at Hermannsburg since 1877 and the remarkable Pastor Carl Strehlow has 
been ministering to the Arrente Aborigines since 1894. Did Carl Strehlow not count as a minister of 
religion or was it that ministering to Aborigines didn't count?  
 
The Residency  
 
There was a brief period in the late 1920s when Alice Springs became the administrative centre for the 
separate territory of Central Australia. The Commonwealth Government separated Central Australia 
from the Northern Territory. This geopolitical notion lasted from 1927 to 1931 and during this period 
The Residency was built on the corner of Parsons and Hartley Streets. The first Central Australian 
Government Resident, John Charles Cawood, lived in The Residency. Today, however, it contains 
Territory history and is operated by the Museum and Art Galleries Board of the Northern Territory.  
 
 

http://walkabout.com.au/locations/NTHermannsburg.shtml
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Old Stuart Gaol  
 
Further up Parsons Street is the Old Stuart Gaol, the oldest building in The Alice. Built in 1909 it is a 
monument to the difficulties which occurred in the early days in Alice Springs. The roof was brought by 
camel from the railhead at Oodnadatta. The oak lintels were cut from local desert oak and the stone 
was quarried from the Heavitree Gap area by the stonemason Jack Williams. It remained in use until 
1938. Now it stands rather forlorn and incongruous surrounded by modern buildings of steel and glass 
and concrete.  
The Stuart Town Gaol was preceded by The Heavitree Gap Old Police Station which was built of local 
stone in 1888 and remained in use until 1909.  
 
Hartley Street School  
 
The old Hartley Street School, now the home for the local branch of the National Trust, was opened in 
1929 with a Miss Pearl Burton being employed as teacher.  
 
In Hartley Street, between Stott Terrace and Stuart Terrace, is a row of Old Government Homes which 
offer the visitor a rare insight into the architectural problems of the Centre. Designed in the 1930s they 
are a combination of cement with timber verandahs and trees growing around them to add to the 
limited shade from the harsh summer sun.  
 
Around the Railway Station  
 
Around the Railway Station are a number of interesting sites. There are the old Railway Cottages 
which were built in 1929 when the Ghan finally reached The Alice. There are three cottages - one for 
the Station Master, another for the Road Master and one to house the crew of the Ghan when it 
arrived in town.  
 
In the Railway yard is the Gnoilya Tmerga or Wild Dog Rock which is supposed to tell the story of an 
Aboriginal Legend. 'This stone is associated with a great white Dog Man who came from Latrika away 
to the West and wanted to kill the Dog Men at Choritja. When they saw him the local Gnoilya men 
sang out 'See this is our camp, sit down'. So he sat down quietly and remained here, this stone arising 
to mark the spot. If the stone is rubbed by the old men, all the camp dogs begin to growl and grow 
fierce. The last man to run it was one of the old inkatas (head man) who did so soon after the white 
men came to try and make the dogs bite them.' 
 
Old Pioneer Cemetery 
 
In the Old Pioneer Cemetery there is a dramatic gravestone depicting a wizened old miner panning for 
gold. This is the last burial place for Harold Lasseter. The inscription on the grave reads 'Harold Lewis 
Bell Lasseter. Died in the Petermann Ranges on January 30 1931. His grave was located on 
December 14th 1957 by an expedition led by Lowell Thomas and Lee Robinson. This is his final 
resting place.'  
 
Lasseter was one of those quixotic adventurers who abound in the early history of the Australian 
outback. He believed he found vast reefs of gold in Central Australia. During the Depression he 
persuaded people to fund an expedition but the expedition went seriously wrong and he died in the 
Petermann Ranges. He was found by Aboriginal trackers and buried near where he died. He was 
exhumed and interred in the Alice Springs cemetery in June 1958.  
 
The graveyard is also the final resting place of a number of early settlers (the oldest grave dates back 
to 1888) and Albert Namatjira who died in the Alice Springs Hospital on 8 August, 1959.  
 
Pitchi Richi Sanctuary 
 
Among other novel experiences in the Alice is the Pitchi Richi Sanctuary. The Sanctuary, which lies to 
the south of the town beyond Heavitree Gap, was designed Leo Corbett to give the fauna of the area a 
sanctuary and to collect the machinery which had been used in the nineteenth century. These 
attractions play a minor part when measured against the clay sculptures of William Ricketts which 
express a bizarre notion of the Aboriginal Dreamtime which has little basis in fact and only a tenuous 
connection with aesthetics.  
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Ghan Preservation Society Museum 
 
Further south is a recent addition to the town's tourist trail - the Ghan Preservation Society's Museum. 
The museum, which was completed as a Bicentennial project, preserves the 'Old Ghan' which was 
superseded in 1980 when the new standard gauge railway was completed from Tarcoola to The Alice. 
  
The project has repaired a section of the old narrow gauge railway which served The Alice from 1929 
to 1980. The siding at MacDonnell has been tastefully and lovingly restored. The railway station was 
built in 1988 and based on a 1930 design for the proposed railway station in Alice Springs. The real 
railway station was never built.  
The museum now houses a tea room, a book and souvenir shop and a ticket office which sells tickets 
on the 'Old Ghan' which runs 30 km down the track to Ewaninga every Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday departing at 10.15 am and returning at 3.45 pm.  
 
Alice Springs has been the subject of many poems, travel books and novels of which the most famous 
is Nevil Shute's A Town Like Alice which Joe Harmon describes as a 'bonza place with plenty of 
water'.  
 
Simpsons Gap National Park 
 
Located just 8 km west of Alice Springs on Larapinta Drive (turn west off the Stuart Highway) the 
Simpsons Gap National Park is a 30 950 hectare park designed to preserve a piece of typical 
MacDonnell Ranges landscape. Visitors are encouraged to walk around the park. The waterholes, the 
ghost and red river gums, and the tame rock wallabies are a particular attraction. 
  
The first Europeans to explore the gap were the surveyors for the Overland Telegraph who came upon 
the area while searching for a route north from Alice Springs. The gap was known as Simson Gap 
prior to 1939 when Dr. C. T. Madigan named it Simpsons Gap after A. A. Simpson who had helped to 
organise the expedition that year across the desert which is also named after him. There is no 
camping in the park.  
 
Chambers Pillar Historical Reserve  
 
Located 165 km south of Alice Springs on the edge of the Simpson Desert. Access is by 4WD vehicle 
but the effort is rewarded by the sight of a spectacular red and yellow sandstone outcrop which was a 
vital landmark for the early explorers. The pillar was carved in by the early explorers including Alfred 
Giles (see entry on Katherine) and John Ross, who, in 1870, were leaders of the second expedition to 
cross the country. Their initials appear on the Pillar, amongst a lot of graffiti, as 'AC 1870' and 'J Ross'.  
 
Henbury Meteorite Conservation Park  
 
Henbury Meteorite Conservation Park lies 145 km south of Alice Springs on the Stuart Highway. It is 
the site of a large number of meteorite craters. There is a clearly signposted track around the two 
largest ones which have left depressions in the ground which are 180 metres across and are about 15 
metres deep. Scientists estimate that a meteorite made up of nickel and iron crashed into the area 
about 7 400 years ago.  
 
The walk around the craters takes about twenty minutes. The signposts explain how 'one meteorite 
entering our atmosphere at over 40 000 km/h survived its flaming fall and slammed into the ground 
here several thousand years ago...the Henbury Meteorite split into several pieces as it sped through 
the atmosphere...As each of these pieces was only the size of a fuel drum you can imagine how great 
was the impact that formed such large craters. Eight lighter fragments fell short gouging out smaller 
craters to the southwest in line with the meteors flight path.'  
 
Ewaninga Rock Carvings Reserve 
 
Ewaninga Rock Carvings Reserve is 35 km south of Alice Springs and contains some of the most 
interesting and impressive Aboriginal rock carvings in the Northern Territory. It is not known how old 
the engravings are but they have been heavily weathered suggesting that they are many thousands of 
years old. It is claimed that the carvings are so old that the traditional owners of the area do not 
understand their meaning. The most common markings are abstract designs of circles, spirals and 
wavy lines.  
 
 
 

http://walkabout.com.au/locations/NTKatherine.shtml
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Virginia Camel Farm  
 
Virginia Camel Farm is located 94 km south of Alice Springs on the Stuart Highway. It is a comment 
on the early history of Central Australia, and the Afghan camel drivers who helped to open up the 
wilderness, that there is now a camel farm in the region. The farm offers interesting camel rides and 
longer safaris for those who are prepared to brave the back of a camel. It's as close as most tourists 
will come to experiencing what early exploration of the area was really like.  
 
The farm is also home to the 'Magic Spark Radio Museum' an interesting display of communication 
equipment from the early history of radio and telegraphy in the Territory.  
 
Standley Chasm  
 
The Standley Chasm must be one of the most popular tourist locations around Alice Springs. Located 
50 km west of The Alice off Larapinta Drive it is a steep gorge in the MacDonnell Ranges. The walk 
into the chasm takes about 20 minutes and, for those wishing to photograph the gorge in all its 
spectacular beauty, the best time is at noon when the sun strikes the walls on both sides of the 
chasm. 
  
The gorge is named after Mrs Ida Standley, the first formal school teacher in Alice Springs and 
reputedly the first white woman to walk through the gorge.  
 
Standley Chasm is 9 km from the Larapinta Drive on a sealed road. It is owned and managed by the 
Angkerle Aboriginal Corporation and Iwupataka Land Trust and a $2.00 entrance fee is charged. It is 
common to see dingos wandering around the car park area looking for food. They can be fed but it is 
unwise to pat them as they are wild animals. There is a kiosk and a picnic area near the entrance.  
 
The excellent free publication This Month in Alice is a comprehensive guide to activities in the town. It 
is available free from the Alice Springs Regional Tourist Association. Of the books about the area 
which jostle for attention in the local bookshops the Handbook of Central Australia is the best and 
most detailed. The History of Alice Springs through Street Names by Jose Petrick is a fascinating 
piece of local history with lots of interesting anecdotes. It seems as though every street in The Alice 
has a story attached to it.  
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Coober Pedy  - Fascinating opal town where most of the residents live underground 
 
Of all the opal mining towns in Australia there is none quite like Coober Pedy. It is, for starters, much 
larger than other notable places like White Cliffs or Lightning Ridge or Andamooka and it is this size 
which has produced a diversity of people and activities guaranteed to keep the visitor engrossed for at 
least a day. There's the grassless golf course, the underground church, the noodling for gems on 
mullock heaps, the tourist shops, the expensive and sophisticated accommodation, the mixture of 
nationalities, the frenetic searching for wealth. And all this is set against a backdrop of one of the 
harshest environments in Australia.  
 
Colin Thiele in his novel The Fire in the Stone seemed to get to the essence of the town when he 
wrote: 'The opal fields lay six hundred miles northwest of Adelaide, midway between Port Augusta and 
Alice Springs. A flat, bare landscape it was for the most part, with undulations here and there and flat-
topped hills and breakaways and wind-swept plains. An old land, eroded and wrinkled, worn down 
over endless ages, peneplain on peneplain, until even the hills were remnants of ancient plains. And in 
the sides of the slopes, cut into every knoll and knob, were doorways and entrances and burrows as if 
the whole place was inhabited by five foot high rabbits walking about on their hind legs.'  
 
Coober Pedy is located 846 km north of Adelaide and 213 m above sea level. It has an average 
annual rainfall of 139 mm.  
 
About 80 per cent of the population of Coober Pedy now live underground. The reason for this is that 
the temperature can rise to 50°C in summer and it has been known to rise to 60°C. To most outsiders 
the idea of living underground sounds terribly primitive. In fact the motels which have been built 
underground are as good any built above ground. The floors are tiled and the mechanical equipment 
which digs out the rooms leaves attractive patterns in the red and white walls which are sealed to 
prevent dust and decay. There is certainly no likelihood of a sudden cave in. A good, new 
underground house in Coober Pedy with five rooms can be constructed by a tunnelling machine for 
around $25 000.  
 
At the moment there are about 4000 people living in and around the town and over 45 nationalities are 
represented. The majority of the population are Greek, Yugoslav and Italian (the town has a 
remarkable similarity to a dusty Mediterranean village) with many Chinese buyers of opals.  
 
There are no large companies operating in the area and this has been maintained by the fact that a 
mining lease can only be acquired for an area of 50 square metres and then the miner is obliged to 
work at his lease for about 20 hours per week. 
  
The opals at Coober Pedy were discovered by a teenager, Willie Hutchinson (the main street is 
named after him), in 1915 and by 1916 miners had moved to the area. It is claimed that the first 
people to live underground where miners who had been soldiers in Europe during World War 1. Used 
to living in trenches they knew the climatic advantages gained from living in the constant temperature 
of a dugout.  
 
The town was officially named by the local Progress and Mining Association in 1922. The most widely 
accepted translation of the Aboriginal name is that 'coober' means either boy, uninitiated man or white 
man (all of which may well be interchangeable) and 'pedy' means hole or rock hole. Thus Coober 
Pedy is a description of what the local Aborigines regarded as peculiar activities (both mining and 
living underground) and so the town means 'white men down holes'.  
 
Progress in the town has been slow. All development has come a bad second when compared to the 
need to find opals. For example the town has only had a regular water supply since 1985. The water 
comes from an artesian basin and in 1990 cost $22.00 per 4 000 litres.  
 
Coober Pedy  
 
There are a number of truly remarkable attractions around Coober Pedy and the most sensible, and 
most reasonably priced, way of seeing them is to take a bus trip which usually lasts for about four 
hours. 
 
Crocodile Harry 
 
The highlights include a visit to the underground house of a man calling himself Crocodile Harry. This 
wonderful old lecher (his walls are festooned with the addresses of girls who he claims to have 
seduced) declares himself to be Arvid Von Blumentals, a Latvian Baron who was forced to leave his 
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country after World War II. He claims to have worked as a crocodile hunter in Northern Australia 
before coming to Coober Pedy to fossick for opals in about 1975. Although his story seems 
implausible - a good piece of bush mythology - it is interesting to note that Roger Jose, the Hermit of 
Borroloola, who lived in a damaged 1000 gallon tank at Borroloola on the Gulf of Carpentaria in the 
Northern Territory until his death in 1963, reportedly sold his unusual accommodation to a crocodile 
hunter named Harry Blumental. Are these two one and the same person? And are all of Harry's larger 
than life stories true?  
Crocodile Harry's underground house featured in Mad Max: Beyond Thunderdome and before they left 
the crew created a singing sculpture out of metallic trash which they called 'The Orchestra'. It rattles in 
the breeze. 
  
Coober Pedy Underground Catacomb Anglican Church 
 
At the eastern end of Coober Pedy is the town's famous Underground Catacomb Anglican Church 
which is a unique expression of the materials and activities of the local area. The altar is made like a 
winch and both the crucifix and the lectern are made out of mulga wood. Behind the altar are two air 
vents.  
 
The Big Winch and the Oldtimers Mine  
 
Nearby are the town's two overt tourist attractions. The Big Winch (a good quality gift shop) and the 
Oldtimers Mine which shows underground mining and some of the old equipment which was used. It 
also has an opal reef on display. When the door was being cut they came across a seam of opals in 
the wall.  
 
The Underground Pottery  
 
The Underground Pottery is another popular tourist shop. It has some superb photographs of the area 
for sale. But don't be fooled. The pottery may be locally made but the clay comes from Melbourne.  
 
Coober Pedy Golf Course 
 
No visit to Coober Pedy would be complete without seeing the local Golf Course where there is not a 
blade of grass on the fairways and the greens are oiled sand.  
 
There is an excellent book on the town by Kerry E Medway titled Coober Pedy: Opal Wonderland of 
Australia which covers both the modern town and the history of the place from the first discovery of 
opal.  
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Roxby Downs (including Olympic Dam)  - Controversial modern uranium, gold and silver 
mining town  
 
It would be reasonable to argue that in recent times Roxby Downs has become one of the most 
controversial townships in Australia. The anti-nuclear lobby has seen the township as a fair target for 
their criticism of the uranium mining and nuclear power industry and there were a number of widely 
publicised demonstrations near the site in 1983-84. Ironically the names are wrong. The protesters 
were objecting to Olympic Dam not Roxby Downs.  
 
Roxby Downs, originally the name of the local station, is now a rather pleasant modern town which 
houses the mine workers and their families. It has all the modern amenities, an attractive wide main 
street, good quality (if somewhat identikit) housing, pleasant streetscapes, an excellent school, a very 
modernistic hotel motel and a wide range of public facilities including a police station, a TAFE college, 
a post office and a state-of-the-art telephone exchange.  
 
Located 92 km from the Stuart Highway, 265 km from Port Augusta and 571 km from Adelaide, the 
Roxby Downs-Olympic Dam area boasts a huge mineral deposit which was discovered as recently as 
1975. After an initial expenditure of $750 million the township of Roxby Downs was built and mining 
began on the vast ore lode which covers an area of 7 km by 4 km to a depth of 1 km. A workforce of 
800 was employed to exploit the estimated reserves of 450 million tonnes.  
 
The Olympic Dam operations were opened as recently as November 1988 by the Premier of South 
Australia, John Bannon.  
 
The joint venturers, led by Western Mining and BP Australia, estimate that at full capacity the mine will 
produce 45 000 tonnes of copper cathode, 1900 tonnes of yellow cake (it is this that caused the 
protests in 1983-84), 27 000 ounces of gold and 555 000 ounces of silver.  
 
Olympic Dam, originally nothing more than a waterhole on the Roxby Downs station, is now one of the 
biggest mining operations in Australia. It is possible to drive to Olympic Dam but all the visitor sees is a 
construction site with most houses being made out of permanent mobile homes with extensions on the 
outside. The town has a supermarket (with limited opening hours) and a post office. The actual 
worksite is somewhere beyond the horizon.  
 
Tours of Olympic Dam 
 
WMC conduct the tours on Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 9.00 a.m., leaving by bus from 
the bus bay in Richardson Place, opposite the Post Office. The tours run for approximately 2 hours 
and cost is a gold coin donation to the Royal Flying Doctor Service. Bookings are essential - 08 8671 
8600.  
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Leigh Creek - Company coal mining town on the edge of the desert  
 
Located 567 km north of Adelaide, 261 km north of Port Augusta and 194 m above sea level, Leigh 
Creek is a company town on the edge of the desert (its annual rainfall is 205 mm) run by the NRG 
Flinders. It is a modern township with a modern shopping centre, a series of neat modern roads and 
small, attractive plots of land on which standard modern houses have been built to house the workers 
and their families who provide the labour force for the huge Leigh Creek open cut coal mine which 
exists 22 km north of the town.  
 
The township is correctly known as Leigh Creek South. It is a new township because the original 
settlement at Leigh Creek, located 13 km north of the present site, happened to be under the coal 
seam. The new town site was chosen in 1977 and the first houses were occupied in 1980. The entire 
old town was auctioned off. Such is the economic imperative which drives this community. 
  
The Leigh Creek area was first settled by Harry Leigh (after whom the town and creek are named) in 
1856. Coal was discovered in 1888 and small quantities were mined but it wasn't until the 1943 that 
the fields were commercially exploited. By 1986 100 million cubic metres of overburden had been 
removed from the mine site.  
 
The reasons for the late development of the mines are twofold. Early mining was thwarted by mine 
shafts being filled with water which made mining nearly impossible. The development in 1943 was a 
result of South Australia's total dependence on New South Wales for its coal supply. Thomas Playford, 
the SA Premier at the time, argued that the state needed to be self-supporting in energy. Most of the 
coal now goes to Port Augusta where it is used to fuel the power station.  
 
The main road actually by passes the town and the only indication of the primary activity in the area is 
a sign which reads 'Conducted bus tours of the Leigh Creek Coal Fields depart from this Information 
Park at 9.00 a.m. and 1.00 p.m. They depart only if there are six or more passengers and a fee is 
charged. Unescorted visitors are not permitted on the coalfields. Prior notice of booking is required. 
Bookings can be made at the Leigh Creek Regional Visitor Information Centre, tel: (08) 8675 2723. 
Tours depart from the Leigh Creek Shopping Centre and Copley Information Area.  
 
Although it is true that visitors cannot enter the coalfields it is possible, by travelling north from the 
town and driving east for 3.5 km on the main road to the coal mines, to reach a lookout point where a 
superb view of the open cut is available without actually entering the mining area.  
 
At the lookout point there is an old walking dragline known as a Bucyrus Erie 9W. It began service at 
Leigh Creek in 1951. It has a 49 m boom and a 7 cubic metre bucket which was, at the time, the 
largest in Australia. There is also a huge tyre which achieved a world record of 289 215 km and 17 
520 hours in service before it was 'retired'.  
 
Eating at Leigh Creek 
 
Leigh Creek Tavern: specialises in bulk bookings like bus trips, film crews and special functions. The 
restaurant/bistro seats approximately 150 people and has an a la carte menu for lunch and dinner. 
Trading hours for the restaurant are: Lunch 12:00noon - 2.00pm and Dinner 6.00pm - 8.00pm.  
 
Open Cut Cafe: Closed for the week of Christmas and New Years the Open Cut trades all year round. 
It seats around forty to fifty people and has a wide range of sit down and take away meals. It has the 
full cappacino range, fresh cakes, flavoured milks, sweets, chips and some variety for the traveller who 
has forgotten items. Its trading hours are 8.00am - 6.00pm Monday to Saturday, Sunday it opens at 
10:00am - 4.00pm.  
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Broken Hill (including Mootwingee National Park) Major outback centre of New South Wales 
and famous mining town 
 
Broken Hill is located on the Barrier Range in the far west of NSW, just 48 km east of the South 
Australian border. 1160 km west of Sydney via the Great Western, Mitchell and Barrier Highways and 
304 m above sea-level it had a population in 1991 of 23 263.  
 
Famous Residents 
 
Broken Hill and district has also been the birthplace or home of a number of historical figures. 
Australian soprano June Gough was born at Broken Hill in 1929, taking the stage name June Bronhill 
in honour of her birthplace. Noted artist Pro Hart was born here the year before and has remained in 
the town. 
  
In an earlier era two sons of Charles Dickens were associated with local sheep stations: Alfred 
managed Corona to the north from 1869-72 and Edward managed Mt Murchison station (see entry on 
Wilcannia) .C.J. Dennis lived and worked here just after the turn of the century, subsequently writing 
'A Ballad of the Barrier'. Kenneth Cook is thought to have used it as the model for his inland city of 
Bundanyabba in the novel Wake in Fright (1961). The film was shot at nearby Silverton.  
 
Historic Buildings  
 
The visitor's centre has a map and pamphlet to accompany a signposted heritage walking tour which 
takes in the many outstanding heritage buildings which have been listed by the National Trust. A book 
is also for sale which outlines an expanded version of the walking tour and includes an even more 
extensive driving tour called The Silver Trail which is an informative account of the relevant sites and 
their relationship to the town's history.  
Most of the notable buildings are in Argent St. At the corner with Chloride St is the red-brick Post 
Office (1890-92), designed by James Barnet, with its massive turret capped by a decorative mansard 
roof and enveloped by a footpath verandah and corner balcony. Next door is the town's architectural 
highlight, the extraordinarily ornate Town Hall (1890-91). Next to it is the modest Police station (1890). 
It replaced an earlier tin shed in which the prisoners were chained to the flooring joists, although if a 
female prisoner was present they were chained to the station fence outside!  
 
Next door is the Federation-style Technical College (1900-01) with its large, arched windows and 
ornamented entrance. Built to meet the needs of the mining industry it now also houses a museum. 
Adjacent is the dignified and unpretentious Courthouse (1889), again designed by James Barnet. In 
the grounds is a sculptured bronze war memorial made by noted artist Charles Webb who died one 
week before its unveiling in 1925. 
  
There are also a number of historic hotels. The most impressive of these is the large, three-storey 
Palace Hotel (1889) with its lengthy verandahs and elaborate cast-iron balustrades. It was used in the 
movie Priscilla, Queen of the Desert.  
 
Other notable buildings include the highly ornate facade, stained-glass windows and geometrically 
patterned ceiling of the Trades Hall (1898-1905), Mt St Joseph's Convent of Mercy (1891), the Sacred 
Heart Roman Catholic Cathedral (1903) and the impressive interior of the Gothic revival Wesley 
Church (1888), all in Sulphide St.  
 
The old sandstone railway station, at the corner of Blende and Bromide Streets, diagonally opposite 
the Tourist Information Centre, was built by the Silverton Tramway Company to replace the original 
iron and timber station (1888). The building is largely unaltered and has an attractive interior. Closed 
in 1970 it is now the Railway, Mineral and Train Museum, open 10.00 - 3.00 daily, with a display of old 
locomotives, railway machinery and a large mineral collection. There is a separate hospital museum.  
 
Broken Hill is also the site of Australia's first mosque. It was erected in 1891 by a small group of 
Muslim camel drivers from Afghanistan and India. The location is the site of a former camel camp. 
Importation of the animals had commenced in 1840 and the first Afghan camel driver, Dost Mahomet, 
accompanied Burke and Wills in 1860. He is buried near Menindee (see entry on Menindee). Now 
restored it is located at the corner of Buck and William Sts and is available for inspections on Sundays 
at 2.30, tel: (08) 8088 6060.  
 
 
 
 

http://walkabout.com.au/locations/NSWWilcannia.shtml
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Parks, Museums and Galleries  
 
Sturt Park is an attractive place to stop for lunch. The reserve features The Titanic Memorial, in 
memory of the bandsmen of the Titanic who kept playing in the hope of maintaining calm while the 
ship went down in 1912. The broken column is not an unrepaired accident but an ancient Greek 
symbol of being cut down in youth.  
 
Riddiford Arboretum in Galena St between Pell and Mercury Sts features Broken Hill's (and South 
Australia's) floral emblem, the stunning Sturt's Desert Pea. It was named after Charles Sturt who 
gathered specimens around present-day Broken Hill in 1844.  
 
The Albert Kersten Geocentre, located in the old Bond Store building (1893) on the corner of Crystal 
and Bromide Sts, has displays on the geological history of the earth, the history of the town and its 
mines, a large mineral collection, treasure maps and treasure trails for the children and souvenirs. It is 
open from 1-5 daily.  
 
White's Mineral Art and Mining Museum is located at 1 Allendale St, west of town off Silverton Rd. It 
features a walk-in mining stope (an excavation site), collages made of crushed minerals depicting 
mining equipment, local historical buildings and landscapes, and the legend of Sturt's desert pea. 
There is also a mining video, guided tours, salvaged machinery, scaled models of mine structures and 
displays of mineral specimens, jewellery, dolls, opals and pottery. It is open 9-6 daily, tel: (08) 8087 
2878.  
 
The Conservation Centre in Crystal St is a museum of antiquated machinery run by volunteers. It is 
only open on Sunday afternoons, tel: (08) 8087 4559.  
 
Broken Hill has also become an important regional art centre. It is home to the so-called 'Brushmen of 
the Bush', a group consisting of Pro Hart, Eric Minchin, Hugh Schulz, John W. Pickup and Jack 
Absalom. Although diverse of style they are all self-taught and are all noted for their distinctly 
Australian subject matter and the inspiration they draw from the town and its surrounds.  
 
There are numerous galleries in town featuring local, national and international works. A complete list 
can be found at the visitor's centre or in the telephone book. The City Art Gallery, in the civic centre at 
the corner of Blende and Chloride Sts, is the second oldest art gallery in Australia after the State 
Gallery of NSW in Sydney. It started in 1904 when George McCulloch donated some paintings. The 
display features traditional, modern and Aboriginal works and includes the 'Silver Tree', commissioned 
by Charles Rasp. It is open seven days a week (08-8088 5491).  
 
The City Gallery has a pamphlet (also available from the visitor's centre) relating to the Living Desert 
Art Trail which takes you on a walk through the Living Desert Reserve, located on the northern 
outskirts of town along Nine Mile Road. Its 2400 hectares contain aboriginal sites, a regeneration 
reserve, panoramic views, a four-wheel drive track, a permaculture site, a range of flora and fauna and 
there are currently plans to set up an animal reserve for endangered species. In 1993 twelve 
international sculptors each worked on a huge Wilcannia sandstone boulder of their own without 
power tools for 14 hours a day, every day for 8 weeks. The results are still there for all to see. A book 
about the sculptures is available at the visitors' centre.  
 
16 artists from around the world were also invited to the site to paint the landscape as they saw it from 
a given position. The results hang in the City Gallery but poles now mark the spots where each artist 
stood and the pamphlet allows you to compare the painted image with your own perspective from that 
spot.  
The Pro Hart Gallery features a collection of Australian and European works and one of the largest 
pipe organs in Australia. At 108 Wyman St it is open 9-5 weekdays and Sunday afternoons, tel: (08) 
8087 2441.  
 
Jack Absalom's Gallery is at 638 Chapple St (08) 8087 5881, Hugh Schulz's can be found at 51 
Morgan St ( 
 
08) 8087 6624, and Eric and Roxanne Minchin's is located at 105 Morgan St (08) 8087 5853.  
The largest commercial gallery in town is the Ant Hill Gallery at 24 Bromide St, opposite the visitor's 
centre (08) 8087 2441. Also worth a look is D'Art De Main Galleries at 233 Rowe St (08) 8087 6308. 
The latter is situated in a heritage building surrounded by beautifully landscaped gardens.  
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Thankakali Aboriginal Arts and Crafts Centre 
 
Located on the eastern edge of town the Thankakali Aboriginal Arts and Crafts Centre is particularly 
interesting and worth visiting. It is located in the old South Australian Brewing Company building 
(which has some huge spaces). The visitor enters and it taken through a series of well-presented art 
galleries with the lights automatically coming on as the visitor enters each new room. Perhaps the 
most interesting aspect of the gallery is that it does not adhere to the current dot painting orthodoxy. 
Mercifully there is also no sense of overt commercialism in the gallery. Instead there is a wide variety 
of styles and artistic forms (didgeridoos, song sticks, linocut prints) on exhibition. All the paintings are 
for sale and range in price from a few hundred dollars to $3,500. There is also a café and the people 
who run the gallery are happy to talk to visitors.  
 
Day Dream Mine 
 
One of the original mines around Silverton is the Day Dream Mine, which opened in 1882. It is located 
33 km to the north-west. Take the Silverton Rd out of town and, after 20 km, watch for the signposted 
turnoff to the north. The tour takes one hour. You can either make a booking at the visitor's centre or 
just turn up any time between 10 and 3.30 seven days a week.  
 
Royal Flying Doctor Service and School of the Air 
 
 The Royal Flying Doctor Service has its headquarters at Broken Hill and is interconnected with the 
School of the Air. Inspections can be made to see both if you make a booking at the visitor's centre. 
The former has a film about the service, a museum and a visitor's shop.  
 
Joe Keenan's Lookout  
 
There is a fine view of the town and the mine dumps plus information boards on the town's history at 
Joe Keenan's Lookout in Marks St.  
 
Stephen's Creek Reservoir 
 
17 km north-east of town is Stephen's Creek Reservoir. Constructed in 1892 it holds 20 000 
megalitres and is an ideal picnic spot. Another such location is the Twin Lakes on the northern side of 
Wentworth Rd in South Broken Hill.  
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Cobar  - Major centre between Dubbo and Broken Hill  
 
Located 711 km north-west of Sydney and 243 m above sea level, Cobar is one of those deceptive 
country towns which can be driven through by those unaware of its charms and can be a fascinating 
experience for those who pause to see the superb museum, the old mines, and the gracious homes 
and public buildings which are hidden in the streets which run off the main street.  
 
Great Cobar Heritage and Visitor Information Centre 
 
The Cobar Regional Museum, now known as Great Cobar Heritage and Visitor Information Centre, is 
arguably the best rural museum in New South Wales. Unlike most of the folk museums established by 
local historical societies as repositories for local memorabilia, the Museum has a permanent curator 
and is constructed as a participatory museum where visitors can smell and touch things like 
homemade soap made from lard and kerosene and see the history of the Cobar district gradually 
unfold in a series of excellent displays.  
 
Located in the handsome two storey former Mines Office (1910) on the eastern side of town, the 
museum starts with Aboriginal occupation, has displays of artifacts and bush foods, moves to displays 
on the problems of water shortages, looks at the bush skills required by Europeans to survive in this 
inhospitable land, and then has displays on growing up in Cobar. The upstairs section includes 
displays on the mining of copper, gold, silver/lead/zinc, and a pastoral section where a local woolshed 
has been accurately recreated.  
 
Displays in the grounds around the Museum include the Far West Health Carriage which was moved 
around the Far West by railway, a Robey portable steam engine and some interesting displays of early 
mining equipment. It is possible also to see the Great Cobar Open Cut, via a walkway from the 
museum. It is open from Mon-Fri 8:30am-5:00 pm and Weekends/Public Holidays 9:00am-5:00 pm. 
(Closed Good Friday and Christmas Day and New Year's Day)  
 
Historic Cobar  
 
Town maps are available at the Museum (which is open daily from 10.00 a.m.- 5.00 p.m.) and they 
indicate clearly the locations of the major historical sites in the town. 
  
The most interesting of the town's buildings include the Great Western Hotel (1898) in the main street 
which has the longest pub balcony in New South Wales. The pub's timber verandah with cast-iron 
balustrades and lacework balcony is100 metres long.  
 
The Cobar Court House (1887) in Barton Street is a fine example of a late Victorian Free Classical 
Style public building. It was later appropriately accompanied by a Court House Hotel (1895), to sustain 
those about to face the judge, which stands opposite and has been converted into offices for solicitors 
and accountants.  
 
Fort Bourke Hill  
 
On the Hillston Road out of town (turnoff to the southeast of the town and turn left at the sign to the 
Filtration Plant) is Fort Bourke Hill which affords an excellent view of the town and the surrounding 
mining activities and Towser's Huts (take the first turn on your left as you descend from the lookout), a 
series of stone miner's cottages dating from the late nineteenth century. The date of the cottages is 
not known for certain. They may have been constructed as early as the 1870s.  
It is worth remembering that for most of its life Cobar has had to battle with inadequate water supplies 
and, while it may not be a sight of great beauty, the Filtration Plant is the lifeblood of the town. In 1966 
a pipeline was run from Nyngan to Cobar to provide the town with a large and reliable supply of water.  
 
Aboriginal Rock Art  
 
The Upper Western region is known for its fine Aboriginal art works. Outside Cobar at Mount Grenfell 
are some of the finest examples of rock art in Australia. There are three main rock shelters with over 
1300 richly coloured images including human and animal figures. There are also excellent examples 
of hand stencils which are made when the hand is placed on the rock and ochre is blown over the 
hand. There are also some interesting abstract linear designs. These displays, most of which are 
applied with either fingertip or brush, are regarded as some of the best examples Aboriginal rock art in 
New South Wales. Aborigines were drawn to the site by a semi-permanent waterhole in what was an 
otherwise arid area. Head along the Barrier Highway for 40 km towards Wilcannia then take the 
signposted turnoff along a good gravel road to the picnic-barbecue-toilet area 32 km from the highway. 
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Dubbo  - Large inland city famous for the outstanding Western Plains Zoo 
 
 
Dubbo is a very typical larger Australian country town. It is the commercial, industrial and 
administrative hub of the Central West and is also one of Australia's fastest-growing inland cities. 
Dubbo is located on the Macquarie River, 264 metres above sea-level and 412 km north-west of 
Sydney at the intersection of the Mitchell and Newell Highways. It is characterised by a substantial 
shopping area, a number of historic buildings, and an active community life which reflects the town's 
population of about 38 000.  
 
Tourist Information 
 
The information centre is located by the railway line at the corner of the Newell Highway (Erskine St) 
and Macquarie St and it is open from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. daily, tel: (02) 6884 1422.  
Bookings for Macquarie River Cruises (which operate from Dundullimal homestead) and Langley's 
River Cruises (which depart from the boat ramp in Bligh St) can be made at the information centre.  
 
Heritage Walk  
 
Walk eastwards along Talbragar St. Just past Carrington Ave is the Pastoral Hotel (1890).  
 
Return along Talbragar St, turning left into Brisbane St. To the left is one of the city's most attractive 
buildings: the Lands Office building (1897) is a two-storey iron and timber structure in the Queen 
Anne-style. Note the quality of the verandah posts and fencing. A plaque near the door records the 
height of Dubbo's worst flood (1955). In fact, the wooden flaps at the base of the building help it to dry 
out after flood.  
 
Virtually over the road is the town's most imposing building - the Classical Revival courthouse (1885-
90) with its Corinthian columns and its pleasant gardens. It was designed by James Barnet and retains 
the original posts of the first Dubbo courthouse (1852-59). 
  
Continue along Brisbane St, turning left into Church St. To the immediate left is the Uniting (formerly 
Methodist) Church (1888). The original Methodist Church (1875) is now the Sunday school hall. 
  
Return along Church St and turn left, back into Brisbane St. To the left is Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
(1875-76), a cruciform stone structure designed by Edmund Blacket in an Early English rural style. 
The carved Normandy stone font, tie-beam roof and the timber Gothic pulpit and reading desk were 
also designed by Blacket. The 18-metre bellcote was added in the 1920s. 
  
On the other side of the road is the Commercial Hotel (1859), the town's oldest surviving building in 
the town centre.  
 
Continue along Brisbane St then turn left into Wingewarra St. Just beyond Carrington Ave is St 
Andrew's Uniting (formerly Presbyterian) Church, built with sandstone from the original 1876 church. It 
has a fine interior and a fish-scale pattern to the slate roof. The red-brick Sunday school hall dates 
from 1892.  
 
Turn left into Darling St. To the left is the primary school. The oldest building of the complex, with its 
decorative bargeboards along the front gable, dates from 1873 (the gabled wings were added in 
1882). The present assembly hall was built in 1880 as an infants' school.  
 
Opposite the school is Victoria Park which is a major recreational and sporting complex with an 
aquatic leisure centre and band rotunda. This land was set aside in the original town plan (1849) but 
no real attempt to render it parkland occurred until the 1890s.  
 
Return along Darling St and into Wingewarra St. The building at no.93 was built in the late 19th 
century as teacher's accommodation for the nearby school.  
 
Turn left into Carrington Ave, noting the turn-of-the-century cottages. Turn right into Bultje St. To the 
left is St Patrick's Convent, built in 1884 for the Sisters of Mercy.  
 
Continue along Bultje St and turn left into Brisbane St. To the left is the Gothic Revival design of St 
Brigid's Catholic Church, built in 1874 with the sanctuary added in 1881 and the transepts in 1909. 
Note the pyramid-shaped steeple. Adjacent is the presbytery (1902) and over the road are a pair of 
late 19th-century cottages.  
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Walk back along Brisbane St and turn left into Bultje St. Just past Macquarie St, to the left, is the 
Kemwah building, built in 1881 as the Imperial Hotel. On the other side of the road, at 193 Macquarie 
St, is a structure built of local sandstone in 1865 as the Commercial Bank. The original servants' 
quarters survive in the basement, as do the internal cedar staircase, the bank vault, the ironbark 
ceiling and lathe-and-plaster walls. It served as the local shire offices from 1909-1980 and it is now the 
Old Shire Gallery which sells antiques, jewellery and fine arts.  
 
Turn left into Macquarie St. To the right is the Dubbo Museum.  
 
Dubbo Museum  
 
The Dubbo Museum is located in the former Bank of NSW (1873). This gracious two-storey sandstone 
building with its cedar staircase, marble fireplaces and decorative ceilings, now contains colonial farm, 
domestic, Aboriginal and commercial artefacts. To its rear is a collection of 19th-century buildings 
which have been positioned to form a village square. The museum is open from 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 
p.m. and from 2.00 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. daily. It is located in Macquarie St, near the Bultje St corner, tel: 
(02) 6882 5359.  
 
Heritage Walk Continued 
 
Walk north from the museum along Macquarie St. Just past Wingewarra St, to the left, is the 
Commercial Union Building which opened in 1893 as the Bank of Australasia. 
  
At the north-eastern corner of Macquarie St and Church St is the Colonial Mutual Building, an 
Italianate-style building erected in 1884 for the Australian Joint Stock Bank.  
 
On the other side of Macquarie St are Macquarie Chambers and the Art Deco design of Brian Barnes 
Sportscene - both interesting structures from the early 20th century.  
 
A little further north along Macquarie St, to the right, is the two-storey Italianate business office of 
Telecom, built in 1887 as a post office after a design by James Barnet. The clocktower was originally 
part of the second courthouse.  
 
30 metres further north along Macquarie St is the entrance to the Old Dubbo Gaol.  
 
Old Dubbo Gaol  
 
Dubbo Gaol is a well-preserved incarceration centre which was built c. 1871 (the gates and wall were 
added in 1887) and which closed in 1966. Now a museum, it offers an opportunity to see the way the 
gaol and the judicial system once operated. Features include a sizeable collection of animatronic 
models which tell the life stories of inmates and staff, a gallows pole with hangman's equipment (eight 
men were hung at the gaol), the condemned man's cell (where Thomas Moore relates his story), 
solitary confinement cells, a graffiti cell, a padded cell, the watchtower, the exercise yard, a display 
room, the bathroom, hospital, kitchen, sanitary disposal block and wood-cutting area.  
 
Jacky Underwood, a companion of Jimmy and Joe Governor during a murderous rampage which saw 
ten killed (see entry on Gilgandra) was hanged at Dubbo Gaol in January 1901.  
 
The museum is located in Macquarie St, between Talbragar and Church Sts (down the lane between 
the Commonwealth and Colonial State Banks) and it is open from 9.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m., tel: (02) 
6882 8122.  
 
Heritage Drives  
 
There are two excellent heritage drives outlined in a pamphlet available from the information centre. 
They take in the historic buildings which lie within Dubbo but outside of the CBD. Another pamphlet 
outlines the Macquarie River Walk which meanders through the parkland adjacent the eastern bank of 
the river between Erskine and Cobra Sts.  
 
Dubbo Regional Gallery 
 
Dubbo Regional Gallery is located opposite Victoria Park in Darling St and is open from 11.00 a.m. to 
4.30 p.m. from Tuesday to Sunday (and on Mondays in holiday times). 'Animals in art' is the 

http://www.walkabout.fairfax.com.au/theage/locations/NSWGilgandra.shtml
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predominant theme of the gallery. There is no admission charge although donations are welcome, tel: 
(02) 6881 4342.  
 
The Claypan Gallery  
 
The Claypan Gallery is located in a restored historic building. It displays local crafts, including 
paintings, silver jewellery, Aboriginal art, pottery and wood-turning and is open from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 
p.m. daily, tel: (02) 6885 1251. To get there head west of the CBD along Victoria St (the Mitchell 
Highway) and turn left into Depot Rd just before you reach the railway crossing. It is located at 21 
Depot Rd. 
  
Jedda Boomerangs  
 
At Jedda Boomerangs you can watch these former hunting weapons being made from Mulga wood, 
watch a demonstration (conducted hourly), have a throw, select a boomerang, have it hand-decorated 
and browse through the gallery. There is also a childrens' play area. They are open from 10.00 a.m. to 
4.00 p.m. daily. Admission is free although a guided tour incurs a cost. To get there follow the Newell 
Highway to the southern side of town then turn off, heading west along Minore Rd for 4.3 km until you 
come to the 'White Pines' estate, tel: (02) 6882 3110.  
 
Western Plains Zoo  
 
If it is necessary for humans to cage other animals up then this is surely the most civilised way of 
doing it. This open-range zoo specialises in large animals which are separated from the public by 
creating raised earthen viewing areas below which is typically a ditch or moat with a small unobtrusive 
electric fence. This provides a feeling of naturalness, although it should be pointed out that the 
elephants constantly rub their feet against the edge of the moat suggesting that they understand their 
habitat is very limited.  
 
In spite of this, the 300-hectare zoo is a tour de force. There are a number of ways that visitors can 
see the animals, of which there are more than 800 native and exotic species dispersed over 300 ha of 
landscaped parklands. The ideal way (although not in the heat of summer) is to hire a bicycle at the 
gate and slowly cycle around the largely flat 6-km circular track. It is possible to drive your car around. 
As this entails constant stopping, opening of doors and irritating disembarkation routines, the park 
provides open-sided mini-mokes which ensure a more leisurely (and hence more attentive) pace and 
speedier transition from vehicle to viewing area. There is also a guided walk in the morning with zoo 
volunteers. Alternatively, people can opt for a package deal involving an overnight stay at the Zoofari 
Lodge which includes two days admission (bicycle hire included), three excellent guided tours of the 
zoo (in the afternoon, evening and morning), dinner, breakfast, a lunch voucher and a 10% discount 
on souvenirs.  
 
The park is divided into Africa, Asia, North America, Eurasia and Australia. Africa comes first for the 
obvious reason that it contains many of the most crowd-pleasing species - Cape hunting dogs, zebras, 
giraffes, hippos, elephants, camels, Barbary sheep, lions, cheetahs, eland, sitatunga etc. It is a treat to 
feed the giraffes and watch those incredibly long prehensile tongues come curling and grasping out of 
those remarkable necks. Rare and endangered species such as the southern white rhinoceros, 
Galapagos tortoise, the bison and the Przewalski horse are bred at the zoo. The Bengal tiger and 
white tiger and the extraordinary vocalising of the Siamangs are also highlights. Less dramatic but 
more endearing are the ring-tailed lemur, the meerkats, the echidna and the small fenced area where 
children can pat antelopes and other hoofed animals.  
 
The experience of eating at the park is something of an exotic obstacle course with bees buzzing your 
sweet drink while a variety of unusual waterbirds peck at your shoes in an attempt to persuade you to 
part with some of your sandwich.  
 
To get there, follow the Newell Highway south-west of town for a little over 2 km and take the 
signposted turnoff to the left into Obley Rd. The entry is 600 m along here to the right. It is open from 
9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. daily (no admission after 3.30 p.m.), tel: (02) 6882 5888.  
 
Dundullimal  
 
2 km beyond the zoo, in Obley Rd, is the historic timber-slab homestead known as 'Dundullimal', built 
c.1840 by wealthy early settler, John Maughan, as the head station of his 26 000-acre sheep station. 
At that time it housed 20 people, including six convicts. It is one of the oldest homesteads left standing 
in western NSW and is located in a pleasant setting on the banks of the Macquarie River.  
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Information boards, which include old photographs of the house, allow visitors to appreciate the 
changes which have occurred. There are sandstone stables, a working saddlery, a blacksmith, a 
woodshop kitchen, a gift shop, an animal farm, a tractor hayride, an animal show and the Woolshed 
Cafe. The house is also the departure point for river cruises (contact the Dubbo Information Centre). It 
is open from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. daily, tel: (02) 6884 9984.  
 
Dubbo Observatory 
 
The first turnoff on the right after Dundullimal is Camp Rd. It is about 1 km along here to the Dubbo 
Observatory. Doors open at 6.30 p.m. for the 7.00 p.m. session which involves a slide show about the 
universe before proceeding outside where three twelve-inch telescopes are in use. Fully-
computerised, they can locate 64 000 different objects at the touch of a button.  
 
Slide shows are run in the day-time for groups and there is a gift shop. Other session times can be 
arranged for groups with sufficient forewarning. Attendance is by advance booking only, tel: (02) 6885 
3022.  
 
Dubbo Military Museum 
 
The Dubbo Military Museum is a large complex with a varied collection that includes a Neptune 
Bomber (with a cockpit open to the public) and other planes, a radio truck and other vehicles, guns 
and tanks (which can also be entered), and a scientific expo with telescope available by arrangement 
(designed for school tours and groups). The complex has a supermaze (which incurs an extra charge) 
and paintball is also available. It is located in Dunoon Tourist Park (turn off the Newell Highway into 
Camp Rd, 4 km south of the zoo turnoff) and it is open from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. daily, tel: (02) 6884 
5550.  
 
Indidjinart Aboriginal Art & Craft Studio and Workshop  
 
Indidjinart is open from 10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. daily. You can watch a didjeridu being made in the 
traditional manner or browse through the arts and crafts. It is located 5 km south of the visitors' centre 
in Old Dubbo Rd. Admission is free, tel: (02) 6884 7031.  
 
Terramungamine Reserve  
 
Just beyond Jinchilla, along Burroway Rd, is Terramungamine Reserve. Along the Macquarie River is 
a rocky outcrop which features about 150 grooves created by Aborigines who once used the hard 
stone to sharpen their stone axes. There are also ancient rock paintings in the reserve and a camping 
site.  
 
Tours 
 
Conducted tours are available to the zoo and to other local and regional attractions with White Gum 
Tours (tel: 02 6884 3883) and Langley's Dubbo Day Tours (tel: 02 6884 5333). Bookings are essential. 
Scenic Flights are available with Western Plains Aviation, tel: (02) 6884 6709.  
 
Cobb & Co Heritage Trail  
 
The historic inland coaching company, Cobb & Co, celebrates the 150th anniversary of its first journey 
in 2004 (and the 80th anniversary of its last, owing to the emergence of motorised transport). The 
trailblazing company's contribution to Australia's development is celebrated with the establishment of a 
heritage trail which explores the terrain covered on one of its old routes: between Bathurst and 
Bourke. 
 
Cobb & Co's origins lay in the growing human traffic prompted by the goldrushes of the early 1850s. 
As the Heritage Trail website states: 'The company was enormously successful and had branches or 
franchises throughout much of Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and Japan. At its peak, Cobb & 
Co operated along a network of tracks that extended further than those of any other coach system in 
the world  its coaches travelled 28,000 miles (44,800km) per week and 6000 (out of their 30,000) 
horses were harnessed every day. Cobb & Co created a web of tracks from Normanton on the Gulf of 
Carpentaria and Port Douglas on the Coral Sea down to the furthest reaches of Victoria and South 
Australia  in all, a continuous line of 2000 miles (3200km) of track over eastern Australia from south to 
north, with a total of 7000 miles (11,200km) of regular routes' (see www.cobbandco.net.au).  
 



Page 72 

Cobb & Co sites in Dubbo include the old booking office, the cemetery, which contains the graves of 
several Cobb & Co figures, the post office (Cobb & Co took over the Wellington to Bourke run in 
1872), an old company shed (now on the grounds of the Dubbo Zoo), changing stations, track routes 
and crossings.  
 


