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Planning the Route  
 

 
 
 

 
Planning for the trip started last year but became ser ious in December 2006 when most of the 

bookings for the caravan park sites were made.  Where possible, we have booked sites with 
en-suites which, besides giving us privacy to ñsit and ponder in peaceò, will allow us to do 

some washing with a perfect location to dry clothing overnight.  

 
There are several stops where camp sites have not been booked however, the fully self 

contained motor home will allow the flexibility to stop when and where we consider it is safe to 
do so. 
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About The Itinerary  
 

 
This itinerary has been produced to provide interested readers with an insight into our trip to 

the part of Australia known as ñThe Red Centreò.  
 

 General comments have been included for each day we are away detailing specific 
information known at the time of produci ng this itinerary.   

 

In addition to these comment I have added information specific to each location that we will 
be passing through or visiting.  We will use this information to give us an in -sight into the 

activities that are available to us.  
 

Even though I have documented specific locations at specific times, circumstances at the time 

may result in the itinerary being varied.   
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Facts, Figures and Important Information  
 

Total trip distance without detours  6620 km 

Time to complete trip without taking a  break  3 days, 5 hours 27 minutes and 55 

seconds   (note 1) 

Distance we expect to travel  7000 km 

Expect fuel economy  13.5 litres per 100 km  

Total Fuel to be used  945 litres (11 tanks of fuel)  

Expected cost of fuel at average of 1.60 per litre  $1512.00 

Sleeps in the motor home  22 nights 

Most expensive accommodation  $34.20 per night at Port Augusta 

Cheapest  accommodation  $21.00 per night at Peterborough 

(South Australia) 

Greatest distance to be travelled in a day 
(without sightseeing)  

540 km (from Coober Pedy SA to 
Erldunda NT) 

Shortest distance to be travelled in a day 

(without sightseeing)  

200 km (Erldunda NT to Alice 

Springs NT) 

Radio Communications  On the road we will be using a 

GME UHF CB radio and monitoring 
channels 18, 20 and 40. 

Call sign is ñBlue Snoopyò 

 
When camped and when required, 

we will be using portable GME UHF 
radios and monitoring channel 16. 

Call signs will be simply Elaine or 

John 
 

Mobile Telephones   

 
 

Note 1 
Calculation made by mapping software ï Mapsource City Navigator Australia version 7 

 

Note 2 
On Optus Communications GSM network with limited coverage outside of populated areas in 

trip area. 
 

Note 3 

On Telstra Corporation NextG network with expanded coverage outside of populated areas in 
the trip area.  
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Saturday 26 th  May 2007  
 
Starting Location  Sydney NSW 

Finish Location  Parkes NSW 

Total Distance Expected to Travel  348 kilometres 

Estimated Travel Time  4 hours 2 minutes 

Overnight  Spicer Caravan Park 

Booking  Confirmed (with ensuite)  

Highlights  The start of the big trip.  Realisation that we will 

not see ñthe little manò for three (3) weeks but this 
is offset by the knowledge that we will see changes 

when we return, but more importan tly, we are 

about to experience our own country first hand and 
for ñSheò, to make up for a lot of missed holidays 

due to her generosity with her time in the past.  

 
 

Today we start our first big trip in our Sunliner Odyssey Motor home known as ñBlue Snoopyò.   
 

 

The motor home will be packed on the 
previous evening, the tyres will have been 

checked and the water tank will have been 
filled to full capacity.   

 
About twenty (20) litres on spring water will 

be stored under the seats, clothing to cover 

daytime temperatures in the mid 20ôs to 
zero at night will have been stowed away.    

 
Three (3) digital camera, one (1) video 

camera and heaps of batteries and memory 

cards will have been packed above the 
cabin.   

 
A laptop computer will also have been placed under one of the seats at the dining table.  

 
After departing Wareemba Street, we will head through Concord and onto the M4 motorway 

for the 40 minutes trip to the base of the Blue Mountains.  

 
 

A stop will be made at Wentworth Falls, 
Katoomba or Blackheath for morning tea.  

The venue is likely to be chosen based on 

the number of tourist around.  
 

We will then head towards Bathurst after 
passing through Lithgow.  After a lunch 

break at Bathurst, a driving change will take 

place before heading towards Orange where 
we will continue to head west for our first 

overnight stay at Parkes. 
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Sunday 27 th  May 2007  
 
Starting Location  Parkes NSW 

Finish Location  Cobar NSW 

Total Distance Expected to Travel  361 kilometres 

Estimated Travel Time  3 hours 53 minutes 

Overnight  Cobar Caravan Park 

Booking  No booking 

Highlights  Parkes Radio Telescope 

 

 

The trip today is relatively short and will take us through Narromine and Nyngan before our 
overnight stop at Cobar.   

 
After departing Parkes we will stop at the Parkes Observatory which hosts the 64 metre Parkes 

radio telescope, one of the telescopes comprising CSIROôs Australia Telescope National Facility. 

Star of the film, 'The Dish', the Parkes radio 
telescope has been in operation since 1961 yet 
continues to be at the foref ront of astronomical 

discovery thanks to regular upgrades. 

The Parkes Observatory is part of the Australia 

Telescope National Facility, a division of CSIRO.  
The Australian federal government funds it.  The 

Parkes radio telescope is an icon of Australian 

science. 

 

Twenty engineers, astronomers and other personnel support visiting observers from across 

Australia and around the world.  The telescope operates 24 hours a day, every day of the 
year. 

Over 120 000 members of the public visit the telescope annually .  The observatory has an 
excellent visitors' centre with two audio -visual theatres and a café ï a great vantage point 

for viewing the telescope.  

Depending on time (we must remember that we do not have a firm booking at the Cobar 

Caravan Park), we may detour at Tomingley (just short of Narromine) and pay a quick visit 
to Dubbo.  This diversion will add about 38 kilometres to our trip.  
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Monday 28 th  May 2007  
 
Starting Location  Cobar NSW 

Finish Location  Broken Hill NSW 

Total Distance Expected to Travel  457 kilometres 

Estimated Travel Time  4 hours 46 minutes 

Overnight  Broken Hill City Caravan Park (Top Tourist Park) 

Booking  Confirmed (with ensuite)  

Highlights  Entry into the real ñOutbackò 

 

 
Our trip today will take us through the remote township of Wilc annia on our way to Broken 

Hill.  We have been warned about stopping in Wilcannia as theft from motor vehicles is said to 
be high. 

 

Upon arriving in Broken Hill we will put our watches back 30 
minutes as Broken Hill is to only city in NSW that is on Central 

Standard Time. 
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Tuesday 29 th  May 2007  
 
Starting Location  Broken Hill NSW 

Finish Location  Broken Hill NSW 

Total Distance Expected to Travel  Sightseeing 

Estimated Travel Time   

Overnight  Broken Hill City Caravan Park (Top Tourist Park) 

Booking  Confirmed (with ensuite)  

Highlights  Visit to an outback town full of history, mine visit  

 

 
We have a full day to explore the western NSW city of Broken Hill and its surrounding area.  

 
Broken Hill is a major service centre for the region, with city facilit ies & services, attractions, 

accommodation, entertainment & events.  

 
 

In summer, the temperature climbs 
to 38C and over for about 10 days a 

year with the average high for 

summer months is about 32c.  A mild 
winter, about 15 -16c. Rainfall 

averages around 20mm a month.   
Hopefully during our visit the 

temperature will hover around the 
20c mark providing very comfortable 

conditions. 

 
Some of Broken Hills natural and man 

made wonders include miraculous 
sunrises and sunsets, mobs of red 

kangaroos, opal, silver and crystals, tapestry of wildflowers, local larrikins and film stars, 

ancient meeting places, ghost town; river towns, grand heritage buildings, sculptures and the 
living desert and flora/fauna reserve and much more.  

  
Beyond the Darling River on the edge of the sundown, is where they used to say you would 

find Broken Hill, as if there was nowhere further to travel in Australia.  Perhaps it was the 
feeling of suddenly being confronted by such vast space, like an inland sea rolling into the 

sunset. 

  
The desolate landscape surrounding 

Broken Hill is like driving towards a 
painting of soft mauve and sage 

hues.  It is any wonder the city has 

become known as a Mecca for 
artists.  It is here that the 

magnificent clear blue skies and the 
magic light are also much loved by 

filmmakers from Mad Max 2 to 

Priscilla, Queen of the Desert. 
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It is here that the big red roos run two hundred kilometres in a night chasing a thunderstorm, 

and the unique Sturt Desert Peas bloom in dark red soils. 
 

The óTower Mullochô heaps around Broken Hill represents billions of dollars, which drove the 
economy of a fledging Federation. In this historic city it is easy to be reminded of the struggles 

of the pioneers. 

 
Nearby Silverton is an outback ghost town and is the 

scene of more than 140 films and commercials from 
Mad Max II to the Royal Flying Doctor Service series.  

This outback town is the scene of more than 140 films 
and commercials from Bryan Brown's Dirty Deeds, 

Mad max II, Priscilla, Queen of the Desert and XXXX 

beer ads, to the Royal Flying Doctor series. 
  

Prospectors began working in the area in 1867.  
They'd heard a tale of a gold find by a local station 

hand - unfortunately, his claim turned out to be a 

pretext for stealing a horse.  Some years later, though, two men drill ing a well on Thankaringa 
station to the south hit a lode of silver. Silverton's population was 250 by September 1883, 

double that by December and 1700 a year later, all living in slap -dash huts of iron and canvas. 
  

Many of the diggers came from South Australia's copper mines, depleted by that time, but 
Silverton also had a reputation for harbouring various undesirables - horse stealers, cattle 

duffers and mining sharks.  Silverton's high-grade ore was quickly taken.  With the boom 

in Broken Hill, many owners carted 
their homes to the Silver City and, 

by 1901, Silverton was home to only 
286 people. 

  

Now Silverton is a picturesque 
cluster of buildings, with a restored 

gaol, some art galleries and artist's 
studios and the celebrated Silverton 

Hotel, with it s desert backdrop, a 

replica of Mad Max's car in front and film memorabilia inside.  
  

Silverton is situated 25 kilometres northwest of Broken Hill. Fortunately access is via a sealed 
road and should provide no problems for ñBlue Snoopyò.   What was once a thriving 

community of more than 3000, it is now a ghost town  
  

Given time and the ability to make a booking, we intend to travel into one of Broken Hills 

mines that are open to the public.   The town's mining history can be experienced first -hand at 
Delprats Underground Tourist Mine.  This 2-hour tour will take us deep inside one of BHP's old 

mines in a cage with miner's hat and light.  The site is five minutes drive from the visitor's 
centre.  Tours are held at 10.30 am weekdays and at 2 pm on Saturdays (0 8) 8088 1604.  We 

need to be sure to arrive 15 minutes before the tour commences.  
 
Alternatively we may visit one of the original mines around Silverton, the Day Dream Mine, 

which opened in 1882.  It is located 33 km to the northwest.  The tour takes one h our.  We 
can take this tour anytime between 10am and 3.30pm seven days a week.  

 

Whilst in the area we will also visit the Royal Flying Doctor Service, the School of the Air, Joe 
Keenanôs Lookout (said to be a fine view of the town and the mine dumps plus information 

boards on the town's history), Stephenôs Creek Reservoir and the Mootwingee National Park.  
 
























































































































